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News 



Everyone’s a critic. 

But not everyone gets to be a critic in print. 
Save the world. Write for The Dally. 
News meetings - Monday, 4-6pm 
Shatner building, room B-03 




Rum & CoKe 

2 for $5.50 



Isaiigila gfn & Tonic 

I 2 for$ 6 i 00 



NDP Campaign Trail Stops in Montreal 

Alexa McDonough speaks to supporters, 
then goes one-on-one with The Daily 



$3.50 



SHOOtei^ $ 2.50 each or 5 for $ 10.00 
Tequila * Whiskey * Peach 
schnapps kamikaze * windex • 

[jageflmeister * ^o ldschlager 



3702.3104 haul. St-Uurent 844-6211 



TEN DAYS IN BARBAPOS.... 

i ^&AND EARN 3 credits! 

■ jL ^ % 

In |a\hpl^^ majiner all aspects of the Agri-Food- 
EnvirohmeitrSysteni of a small island tropical nation will 
be explored. Site^yisits, quest experts and team projects 
are all included m'^-this exciting hands-on experience. 
Join our team of students interested in international 
development, environmental, social-economic and 
political issues in this developing country. We will stay 
at McGill's Bellairs Research Station April 21-30, 2001 
and visit a variety of business and government opera- 
tions and examine the sustainability of the system. 
Limited enrollment. Approximate cost $1800. 

For more information, please contact Dr. Bonnell at: 
Bonnell@macdonald.mcgill.ca or Dr. Gunjal at: Gunjal@macdon- 
ald.mcgill.ca 

http://www.mcgill.ca/macdonald/programs 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE 
MEDICAL STUDENTS CANCER 
FUNDRAISING SOCIETY 

The McGill Cancer Centre would like to thank the 
Medical Students Cancer Fundraising Society of 
McGill University, and more specifiGilly, Mr. Paul 
Geofhion and Mr. Ravi Rughani for their recent 
fundraising elTort, a piano concert, held last October 
24, 2000 at the Theatre du Gesù. The concert, 
featuring Maral Ouzounian and Lina Muhtadie, two 
accomplished pianists and McGill medical students, 
was a tremendous success and helped raise over $3,000. 

I he McGill Cancer Centre is proud of the Medical 
Students Cancer Fundraising Society’s dedication and 
success at raising funds for research and promoting 
cancer awareness in the community. 
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T he New Deiiiocralic R» ' 

I’arty's leader Alexa 
McDoimunh maà- a r;uv 
campaiÿ;ii stop in Montreal on 
Monday, even though party 
strategists are well ;iware that J 

the NDl’ is not a serious con- ' 
tender for any seats in Qiiel)ec in r | 

the iiivoining federal election. | 

liefoie a packed conference ^ 

room at a hotel on .Sherlirooke, 

McDonough siwke alxnit the i 

need to invest the federal gov- | 

ernment’s missive budget sur- A'O/'/w/i 

plus in social s|x.*nding, not tix tt’is 

cuts. /Vtenv'.irds, she expaniled 
on her criticism of Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien's administration in an interview 
with The Daily. 

McDonough painted a stark contrist 
k'tween the New DeiiKK'rats and the other 
major parties, claiming that only the NDP 
can lx; counted on to deliver socially-mind- 
ed |x)licies and not kowtow to the demands 
of big business. 

''The NDP fights for the values that 
ordinary jx.’ople share," she said. 

"We will bring in higher social sirend- 
ing in the aais of health, education and 
environment. The government shoidd not 
only lx; interested in the demands of the 
cor]X)rations and the wealthy - coqxira- 
tions don’t have a nevd for tix breaks, but 
they’re getting them anjvvay." 

.McDonough argued that one rcison 
the NDP dues not feel obligwl to placate the 
wealthy is the party's ste:idfist refusal to 
accept large contributions from corixrrate 
donors. 

"The overohelming majority of the 
contributions to the other jiarties in this 
country comes from the coqxrrations," she 
said. "1 think that’s worrisome and 1 think 
that that influences the choices they 
make." 
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She said that it is crucial fur Canadians 
to ap|)tvciate the imixrrtance of voting in 
sending a mes.sagc to the Lilierals. 

"A lot of Canadians are concerned 
that government is more resjionsive to 
coqxirations than individuals. The elec- 
tion is time for citizens to e.xercise their 
vote, and each citizen’s vote is worth :b 
much its a CPO’s." 

According to McDonough, the l.ilK‘rals 
have not shown that they will ensure the 
jiresevation of medicare. For the fibt time 
in eight years, she said, there is enough 
money to restore the countiy’s health care 
system, but Chretien’s government lots nut 
made it a budgetary prioritv’. 

She also aieuscd the l.ilx.T,ils of ignor- 
ing the environment ;uid pledged that the 
NDP would bring in tough endangered 
siX-Vics legislation and would prevent cor- 
porations from turning Canada’s feh- 
water supply into a commercial exixirt. 

In regard to education, .McDonough 
stressed the importance of making post- 
secondary sch(X)ling more accessible. 

"We have heard all kinds of rhetoric 
from the l.ilx;ral.s about the imjiortance of 
education, but they have not backed this 
up with their actions," she said. "We are 



determined to continue fight- 
y. ing for a k'tter, more afford- 
able education .system. We 
want to see lower tuition and 
5 a move, over time, to the 
Furo|x;an model of free uni- 

i versities. The Lik-rals have 
taken the country in the 
opposite direction." 

Although some NDP lead- 
ers, such ;ls Rok'rt Cliche and 
Therevse Casgrain, have kvn 
influential and well-resix‘Cted 
by yuek-cers in the past, the 
party has never won a federal 
seat in the province. Still, 
’dciitwid some New Democrats think 
I Mmidiiy that there is room for their 
party to ex|)and its base of 
supiiort in the province. - 

"It is inijxirtant for [McDonough] to 
target areas where we have a very good 
chance at winning, but .she obviously doe-s 
want to come to areas where mayk“ we 
don’t have tsiiical su|)port. By her coming, 
we might k able to pick u|) a little more 
interest," said Willy Blomme, a I’D (\rts 
student at .McGill and the NDP candidate 
in the tXestnunint-Ville-, Marie riding. 

"Traditionally Queks: has kvn a more 
left-leaning jirovince than most of the oth- 
ers, so 1 do think there is a |)ussibiiity fur us 
to grow here." 

Nevertheless, it is highly unlikely that 
the party’s fortunes in Quekx: will change 
in this election, with McDonough’s weak 
handle on French and the province’s elec- 
torate traditonally sjilitting its votes k’twii'n 
the Bloc (Juék’cois and the Lik'nils. 

"Her French is very limited. If she strxxl 
a chance in (Jnekf, she’d have to lx; a lit- 
tle more vocal with French Canadians," 
said Benoit Pitt, an undecidd voter who 
attended .McDonough’s talk on .Monday "I 
don't fed that the province would go with 
the NDi: Irecause there’s not a huge French 
effort on her part. [The (Jueltec voters] are 
not identifying with her." 



Leacock Evacuated After Bomb Threats 



iiY .\Urr D.WISO.S 
Arv/x A/wr/tr 

T wo kmh thre.its sent shock waves 
through c:uupus on Tuesday after 
McGill Security and jxilice officials 
were foa'ed to evacuate the leaax'k building. 
"1 w:ls going to ekess and when I got 
I there the professor came in said there had 
j kvii a bomb scare and that we had to 
leave," said Simon Tudiver, a U2 
Philosophy student. 

"We got outside and saw the cops 
.swarming around, searching through 
gaiiiage bins and patting jK'ojile down. We 
had to stand out in the rain for a while. It 
I didn’t sevm like many |)eoi)le knew what 
' was going on," Tudiver added. 

"1 still don’t know what it was relaletl 
j to, but it’s a jiretty .scary sign w henever any 
I university is threatened by .something like 



that. I’d like to think .McGill is a haven 
from those sorts of things, but I guess that's 
a little optimistic," he said. 

McGill’s associate director of 
Human Resources, jaapies Sztuke, says 
that students were evacuated shortly 
after -Ipm on Tuesday following a phone 
call from an unidentified individual 
saying that a bomb would go off at -i:25. 
That threat marked the second in the 
day. Although students weren't evacuat- 
ed following an earlier threat that a 
bomb would go off at 2: is, Sztuke said 
that police inspected the Leacock build- 
ing for a bomb following the first 
threat, but found nothing. 

"At this point, we cannot tell if the 
threats were made by the same |)enion,’’ 
Sztuke said. He ex|)lained that two files had 
ken opened by [xilice, one ixrtaining to 
each lx)mt) threat. 



I le also said that police do not have any 
leads, although they did rejiort yesterday 
that the first threatening call was jdaced 
from a pay phone on Durocher in the 
.McGill ghetto c-.Lst of emupus. 

"At this |K)int, we ll follow-up anvlhing 
we hear, hut we don’t know too much right 
now," Sztuke said. 

(\sked why students weren’t evacuated 
from the building after the first threat, 
Sztuke said that police had had enough 
time after the first to conduct a search of 
the ieacock bidlding. instead of clearing 
eveiyone out. He also said that .McGill 
Security [udges the credibility of threats 
when they come in, Ixfore they decide what 
sort of preventative action to take. 

"If somekdy savs this is where a bomb 
is goingoff and this is when, like what haji- 
jiened on Tuesday, then of course, we take 
that ([idte seriously," Sztuke .said. 
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McGill Hangs on to Fourth in 
Annual Maclean’s Rankings 

But critics stiil recommend taking the rankings with a grain of salt 



BY Jon Bricker 
llw McGill Daily 

M cGill notched its second straiglit 
fourth-place finish ainonj; 
Canadian schools in its category' 
in this year's edition of Maclean's univer- 
sity rankings, reletised Monday. 

The fourth-place finish puts McGill 
liehind University of Toronto, University 
of British Columbia, and Queen's runong 
schools iKgged as medical-doctoral inten- 
sive, a category which McGill led in 1992 
and 1993. Other highlights of this year's 
rankings include a fifth-place finish in 
the .National Reiiutatiomd Ranking, and 
a fourth-place finish in the Leaders of 
Tomorrow category, lire rankings also 
reseal McGill undergraduates fork over 
the highest level of compulsory ancillary 
fees in the country. 

.Maclean's now 10-year-old tradition 
of ranking Canadian universities is based 
on a survey that measures innovativeness, 
class sizes, finances, GP/\s, libr.ary hold- 
ings, faculty credentials, and grants. 
Maclean's polls high school guidance 
counsellors, university officials, 
recruiters, and CKOs in order to come up 
with the data. 

"This war's rankings show .McGill has 
definitely held its ground," said Ann 
Johnston, the Maclean's assistant manag- 
ing editor who has overseen the rankings 
for the kbt nine years. 

"/\s for how McGill got to fourth when 
it used to Ix! numlwr three and even num- 
ler one, the funding in Quebec has been 



wally punitive, esixeially when coupled 
with a tuition fra’ze," Johnston said. 

She :dso explained, however, that 
while McGill hassa'n its relative |)osition 
it) the medical-doctoral category fall over 
the years, all the top schools in that cate- 
gory have a lot to look forward to. 

"The kind of targetted public and pri- 
vate funding we've seen recently rewards 
the sciences and will really help schools 
like McGill," said Johnston. Universities 
like McGill, UBC, and U of T who are Irest 
able to attract private donations like the 
$64-million gift McGill received last 
Sjjring, will better weather the last sever.il 
years of public cuts, she s;iid. 

"Within five to eight years, that hand- 
ful will ^'finitely pull idiead of the jtack." 

McGill Principal Bernard Shapiro 
failed to res|)ond to calls for comment. 
Responding to McGill's fourth-place 
ranking last year, however, Shapiro said 
that while he w^;is plea-scM to see that 
McGill's status among the toj) universities 
despite all the cuts it has endured, he did 
not put too much weight in what the 
annual rankings had to say. 

"One has to be cireful not to oveiinter- 
piet tltese tilings," lie said. "Sinijile systems 
of trying to nink complex organizations like 
unnersities are always soiiKwhat arbitrary. I 
don't use this as a source of planning jxilicy 
for Mcfiill's future," Shapiro said. 

Benel Davetian agrees. The sociology 
professor at Concordia slammed the 
Maclean's rankings in ;ui article distrib- 
uted to Concordia faculty two years ago. 

Davetian criticized the rankings for 
























McG'ill mick'd Us second slrakhl fourlh-ldace finish this week 



not considering 
student opinions 
alwut universities 
and for using crite- 
ria that favoured 
wealthy schools. 

"Giie me a bil- 
lion dollars and I 
will build you tlie 
higliest rated uni- 
versity in tlie world, 
according to 

Maclean's," he said. 

"This study, 
although it 

includes interest- 
ing joumalisiii, is 
methodologically 
unsound," wrote 
Davetian. “If we 
must participate in 
this highly dubious 
rating of universi- 
ties by journalists, 
we should require 
that the entire idea 

of e.xcellence in education be reconsid- 
ered." 

He criticized measures that consider 
. the quruitity, but not the selection of 
library holdings. 

“This is bad statistical sociology and 
any good sociology graduate knows that," 
said Davetian. 

Davetian also took issue with the 
Maclean's decision to divide schools into 
three categories - medical-doctoral, pri- 
marily undergraduate, and comprehen- 
sive • an approach which, he says, ignores 
prognuiis other than those that individual 
universities are best known for. 

“Wliat is dangerous about this study is 
that a student who is impressed by the 
study might do everything po.ssible, short 
of selling his or her own soul, to join a 
join a very high-ranked university only to 
find, upon getting there, that his or her 
particular department is not as stellar xs 
the university's overall reputation. 

But Johnston defended the rankings, 
saying that the ranking system was 
designed with the help of exiiert survey 
designers and that it responds to concerns 
that university officials have addres.sed 
with the rankings. 

"Each and everv universitv is lobbv- 
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Annual Maclean's ninkiiijis out this iivek 

ing in a different way to have us change 
how we do the rankings, but I feel very 
comfortable with how we've been doing 
things," said Johnston. 

“Students do not choose a school 
based on Madam's nmkings, nor would 
we want them to," she admitted, "but it's 
obviously become a valuable tool." 

She |X)inted to a recent indejiendent 
suney that asked applicants to Ontario 
universities whether they had read the 
Maclean's rankings before applying. 
According to Johnston, about 70 jier cent 
said they had read the rankings. That 
nunilwr was even higher .unong students 
with better grades in high school. 

She also said that the Maclean's rank- 
ings are a valuable tool in a changing 
jxist-scvondary education market. 

“The baby-lKKim generation has kx'ii 
really concerned about the eilucation of 
their children," she said. 

She also identified shifts in |X)St-sec- 
oiulary education that have made rank- 
ing more inqiortaiit. 

“In 19!)3, significant cuts liegan and 
you saw the dismantling of a lot of quali- 
ty that had been built up over the years 
and the argument that there wxsn't a gap 
iK’tween this school and that school iK’gaii 
to fall apart." 



Overall Ranking 
(Medical-doctoral): 

1. University of. Toronto 

2. University of British 
Columbia 

3. Queen's 

4. McGill 

• Compulsory undergradu- 
ate ancillary fees, at 
$1132.63 for full-time 
undergraduate students, 
are the highest in the 
country. 

• Total undergraduate 
tuition (includes fees): 
third-highest in the country 

• National Reputational 
Ranking (includes all 
schools): 5th place 

• Leaders of Tomorrow: • 
4th place 

• Average entering grade 
(85.57o): 5th place 

• Out-of-province stu- 
dents (29.7%): 1st place 

• Library holdings per 
student: 9th place 

• Alumni support: 

3rd place 

• Total operating budget 
spent on students: 

9th place 








The McGill Daily • November i6, 2000 



News 



Pharmaceutical Ads Targetting 

Young Women 

Should Wyeth-Ayerst be sllowed to continue advertising their birth controi piiis? 



BV;\l£Xt)lMSON 

Vk Ubyssey, Vaticoiinr 

H ealth Canada is concludin); its 
investigation into whether a birth 
control advertisement featured on 
buses, televisions and in newspa|x:rs, vio- 
late Canada's Food and Drugs Act. 

But Wjeth-Ayerst Canada, the drug 
company w'ho manufactures Alesse, denies 
any wrongdoing. 

/\t issue is whether the company com- 
plied with the laws surrounding the adver- 
tising of prescription drugs, toording to 
the Food and Drugs Act, a prescription drug 
may only lx; advertised if it com])lies with 
s|xx:ific conditions. 

"Where a |x;n>on advertises to the gen- 
eml public a drug for human use, the ix;r- 
son shall not make any representation 
other than with resjx.'ct to the brand nmiie, 
proiKt name, common n:uue, price and 
quantity of the drug," the /\ct re;uls. 

In short, the company cannot adverli.se 
what the drug is used for. 

The Ales.se emupaign consisted of two 
series of ads. The first series of teles ision 
ads ap|K‘ared in May, and featured women 
discussing contraception, without men- 
tioning Alesse six-cifically. 

/\fter a break, the second series of ails 
went on the air in the summer, and fea- 
tured the s;une women discussing relation- 
ships and other issues. These ads displayed 
the Alesse logo and the image of the pack of 
pills. 

toording to Ross Duncan, a senior 
ix)lic 7 analyst with Health ('.anada, each ad 
series wis fine - on its own. 

"'I'he individual stand-alone pieces are 
fine. The com|)laints arc [that these ads| 
are Iwing broadcast relatively close to one 
another," he s;iid. 

Duncan said the investigation focused 
on detennining whether the combination 
of the.se aiLs wmdd make |x.“ople equate 
Ales.se with hirth control, which would 
make the ads illegal under the /\ct. 

"A young woman is going to see both 
ads," he said. "The s:une actress is talking 
about making choices, but using the word 
/\Ies.se again. I think they'll lx: able to put 
two and two together and say 'listen, they're 
advertising a birth-control pill'." 



^OPTOMETRIST 



ity for prescription DTC ads. 

Ray Chejjsiuk, the commissioner of 
the Phannaceutical Advertising Advisory 
Board (PMB), the third-party agenq’ 
res|)onsible for reviewing drug ads target- 
ed at medical practitioners, said that 
when he was shown the Alesse ads two 
days before they were aired, he had some 
concerns 



But Wyeth-Ayerst communications 
director Theodora Sainiotis stresses that the 
"unbranded" and "branded" ads weren't 
run at the s:une time. 

"This is not something we did or were 
intending to do," she said. 

Sainiotis said the ads were approved 
by Advertising Standards Canada (ASC), 
a national advertising association 
responsible for regulating the adver- 
tising industry. ASC is one of 
two third-party agencies 
that have the right to 
review jihamiaceuti- 
cal ads for Health 
Canada. 

But while Health 
Canada has delegat- 
ed the ASC as the 
authority on ads for 
over-the-counter 
drugs aimed at the 
general public, it 
can only make rec- 
ommendations to 
advertisers about 
direct-to-consuiner 
(DTC) ads for pre- 
scription drugs. 

Health Canada 
retains final author- 



Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 1 02 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams and qet $75 
towards Glasses or Contacts with their nealth 
Insurance 

One-Day Acuvue • Acuvue 2 • Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examination, OHIP Accepted 

Contact Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 
Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions 

Special Consideration to Students and Staff. 




two ads running close to one another. 

"It's pushing the lines, it's pushing the 
edge. Did they' go over? In my opinion, yes 
I think they went over the line. Arc they far 
over the line? No." 

Health Canada did not directly 
approve the ad before it was aired 
because Canadian law does not require 
"mandatory pre-clearance" for prescrip- 
tion drug ads. 



Duncan said that if and when Health 
Canada receives fomial complaints about 
ads, it investigates, as it has done in the 
case of Alesse. 



But the length of lime it has taken 
Health Canada to investigate the 
campaign, which is now in its 
last phase, has angered 
some academics. 
Barbara Mintze, 
a Ph.D student in 
epidemiology at the 
University of British 
Columbia, says she 
is "very concerned 
that Health Canada 
didn't respond right 
away." 

Mintze is cur- 
rently researching 
the |X)lcnlial imp:ict 



DTC prescription drug ads could have in 
Canada. 

"With an advertisement, if it's illegal 
advertising, if a misleading statement is 
shown, you've sent a message to quite a few 
Canadians. That's too slow," she said. 

Duncan s:iid the Health Canadii inves- 
tigation stems from complaints that were 
only recently filed. 

If the investigation concludes that the 
ad is in violation of the law, He:dth Canada 
has a number of enforcement options, 
including requesting "a cease-and-desist 
order." 

If an agenq refirses to pull the ad, said 
Duncan, Health CanaiLi may take the com- 
pany to court, or even rcvoke its right to sell 
a product. 

Howeser, the Alcs.se ad campaign is 
nearing the end of its scheduled run. 
me:uiing that Health Canacki's decision 
may be a moot |X)int. 

Regardless of its decision, the drug 
company has benefited from all this con- 
troversy. Sainiotis said that Wyeth-Ayerst 
has had "much success" with the cam- 
paign, which she said is "targeted 
towards 18 to 2-i-year-olds to encourage 
them to speak with their doctors and 
begin an important dialogue regarding 
contraception." 
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Students are covered for eye exams and 
get $75 coverage towards eyeglasses or 
contacts with their Health Insurance. 



• Eye Exam • Eye Glasses 

• Contact Lenses 

mieoMci r av*iiaol e on mos r pnEsemnnoNs 

"20% off on all frames." 

VALID WtH ÎHISAD 

Dr. David Kwavnick.O.D. 

1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 



(comer Guy) 



933-8700 



a co-ed camp situated in 
Oriando, Fiorida is currently 
seeking responsible, mature, 
talented individuals for 
counsellor, and section head 
positions. 

Interviews will take place 
November 17 & 18. 

Please call (514) 487-2207 for 
an appointment. 




Established since 1932, our 
survey firm is looking for 
telephone interviewers. 

We require: 

Bilingualism, French and English, writ- 
ten and oral. 

A minimum availability of three evenings 
a week, from 5 to 9:30 p.m., and one 
weekend day from 1 0 to 5 p.m. 

Customer service experience is an 
asset. 

Starting salary between 8.85 and 
9.35/hr. 

We also currently need individuals 
fluent in the following languaaes: 
Vietnamese, Cantonese, Mandarin, 
Tamil and Hungarian. 

Qualified candidates should send their 
resume to: 

Léa Bokay 
Group C.F. 
Fax: (514) 935-7839 
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Tensions Flare at SSMU Open Meeting 

Black students air concerns about SSMUs ‘racial insensitivity’ 



BY/\LEXANI)RA ClEMENCF. 

!h McGill Daily 

T L’iniKrs flared at, yesterday's SSMU 
0|)en Meeting :ls a significant Black 
Student Network contingent and 
sympathetic students voiced their concern 
and anger regarding the ongoing BSN con- 
stitution controversy. 

Debate began last week wlien the 
Student Society's Executive ostensibly 
rejected the club's constitution, infuriating 
Black students. Chris Gralto, SSMU VP 
Clubs and Semces, told BSN niembere that 
the constitutional itreiunble w“as " inflam- 
matory" and "exclusionary." Gratto later 
said that the constitution was rejected 
because of a procedural error. 

"SSMU e.\ecs told us that our preamble 
was inflaniatory...theysaid that we were not 
reiircsenting black students proi>erly," said 
I’etcr Flegel, a member of BSN. Flegel 
|)ointed out that hist fall, the Student 
Society's refused to fund the Africana 
Congress because it was deemed ‘irrelevant 
to the McGill community.’ Later in the year, 
Flegel said, SSMU publication The Tribune 
published a nicially loaded cartoon. 

"We are very upset by these events. We 
have tried to work things out with SSMU 
and we have had enough, and ;ls far as 
we're concerned, SSMU execs should 
receive mandatory racial sensitivity 
training." 

' In response, Gratto insisted that the 
rejection had bam made entirely due to 
procedural requirements, pointing to the 




Black slucleiils scud mmt^c llxil ‘emayf) is imii{’h' 



fact that BSN failed to provide a written 
attestation showing that a constitution 
has been ratified by a club’s members. 

“Student groups have a lot of turnover, 
so it’s imj)ortant that there is payterwork 
that documents that changes were made," 
said Gratto. "It is not like saying that [the 
preamblel is wrong or trying to dictate 
mandate. I am not sure how this got blown 
out of proportion." 

One BSN member, SSMU by-laws and 
constitution in hand, pointed out that 
SSMU by-laws do not require written proof 
of constitutional ratification, and that 
there seems to be no official consensus on 
the |)art of the executive indicating the 
cause of the rejection. 

Gratto did not directly rcs|X)nd to the 
student's question, and when she asked 
him to do so, the chair threatened to kick 
her out of the meeting. A number of stu- 
dents were outraged by this threat 

"If she leaves, I leave. And if I leave, 
you’ll have to be calling security,” one stu- 



dent yelled out. “She has valid |X)ints 
that aren't being answered." 

SSMU President Wojtek Baraniak, 
insisted that the BSN constitution was 
rejected because there was some 
doubt on the matter of whether or not 
BSN members were in sujiport of the 
document. 

“Was there discussion on the gen- 
eral nature of the preamble? Of course 
there was," said Baraniak. "It is a very 
profound statement. I agree with it, 
but it is a profound statement. I 
thought it was important that proce- 
dure was followed, and there was a 
question of whether yreople saw [the 
counstitutionj or not." 

Baraniak chalked the conflict up 
to a “communication problem," and 
admitted that SSMU may not have 
handled things correctly. 

“The best thing we can do now is to 
move on,” he said. 

But students at the meeting did not feel 



that moving on was tlie solution. 

"This is the third semester in a row 
where were have seen racially charged 
incidents on this cani|)us concerning 
SSMU and I think that it is time that we 
take some action,” said Akin Alaga, a 
member of BSN. "I don’t think that it is 
far-fetched at all to demand mandatory 
sensitivity training for all the e.xecu- 
tives...I would like to see strung su|)port 
of all SSMU executives on this issue." 
Numerous students echoed Alaga 's senti- 
ments. 

Baraniak said that he would Iw willing 
to undergo racial sensitivity training but 
said that he could not comit to making it 
mandatory. 



Erica Weinstein of the Women’s 
Union felt that the underlying difficul- 
ty in all these controversies is one of 
perception. 

"This is about learning how to look 
at things, through a different lens," 
said Weinstein. “It is not just knowing 
about the issues, it is not just about 
learning about black culture. Von must 
learn to always recognize prejudice 
within yourself and be constantly aware 
of it." 

Other issues raised at the open ma’t- 
ing included the po.s.sibilily of accredita- 
tion. library improvement, the CBA, and 
the Sexual Assault Centre’s lack of a night 
office. 



w w have seen a number 
of racially-charged incidents on 
this campus concerning SSMU 
and I think that it is time that we 
take some action. ^ m 



Vote Green, Send a Message, Candidates Say 

Government not paying heed to environment, according to local Green Party hopefuls 



elections' 




BY Dwilts Bl,rmCK 
'Ih' McGill Daily 



I f the Green Party gets its wish, 
Canadians e\er\where will reja't tnidi- 
tional [wlitical parties on November 
27, and cast their ballots for the only party 
dedicated to the safeguarding of the coun- 
try's environment. 

Eight Green Party ctindidates apirared 
Monday night at Coaster's to deliver that 
message and promote their agenda of 
spreading concern for the environment to 
the modest-sized crowd gathered at the 
Avenue du Parc resUiurant. 

S|x;akers at Monday's event empha- 
sized that voters in the u|)coming federal 
election should not view voting as choosing 
the lesser of several evils. 



"We hear alwut the Lilicnil Party and 
the Bla QucTiecois, and there are much 
more im|)orlant issues than [those 
addressed by) these two great parties. They 
never talk about the environment," said 
Gilles Bisom, a Gran candidate in the 
/\rgentcuil. 

Nonetheless, the candidates present 
on Monday night acknowledged that 
most voters would cast their ballots for 
the five major parties and that the Green 
Party campaign had more to do with 
drawing attention to relevant environ- 
mental concerns than with winning the 
election. 

"The chances ;ue not good at this 
point," admitted Jan Schotte, a U3 
/\rchitature student at McGill and a candi- 
date in Outremont. "For me, a win is if I get 
morejieople thinking about the issues tliat 
we’re concerned about.” 

Bisom agiml that fringe parties play 
an imiwrtant role in Canada even if they 
never win a seat in the House. 

"If I talk to the [terson who will be 
elected ;md I tell him that we need a biq- 
clc path or that there is an oil spill, he will 
listen to me more if 1 have 200-300 votes 
with me. It’s like having a constant itetilion 



with me," said Bisom. 

In addition to urging |K’opIe to vole 
with their conscience, the Green Parly 
candidates also s|>ent time emphasizing 
their particular environmental concerns 
and |)arty platforms like promoting 
renewable energy, raising t:L\es on indus- 
trial polluters, and taking control of 
urban development. 

“I sa‘ the continued suburbaniz:ition 
and the sprc'ad of urltan sprawl over our 
most productive agricultural land as a 
crime," remarked Schotte. "It’s creating 
very homogeneous neighbourhoods with 
only one choice for trans|X)rlation, the pri- 
vate automobile. That choice happens to be 
one that is very negative environmentally 
and socially.” 

Brian Sarwer-Foner, :t Ph.D. student at 
McGill and a Green candidate in the 
Westmount riding, saw voters’ disinterest 
in environmental issues as a big problem. 

"During election times, environmental 
issues tend to be marginalized," said 
Sarwer-Foner. "The environment is an 
issue that is fundatnental to our own well- 
Iteing now and in the future, and it cannot 
be ignored." 

Some voters, like Rosie Patch, a U3 



Sociology student at McGill, plan on c:isl- 
ing their votes for the Gran Party in 
order to send the federal government a 
message that environmental concerns 
should not be an afterthought in the 
political agenda. 

"I fal that voting for the Gran Party is 
voting strategically, so that we let the [K’r- 
son who docs gel elated know that there is 
a certain |K>rcentage of the voting popula- 
tion who really care alwut environmental 
issues enough to put their vole in that 
diration," said Patch. 

Greg Villemure, another voter who 
attended Monday’s discussion, was not ;is 
confident that his vote for the Green Parly 
would carry any weight. 

“I do support the Gran Party from a 
moral point of view, in that they stand for 
values and causes that I’m in harmony 
with. I would like to be able to vote for 
them," he said, “[but] would 1 Iw making 
a statement with my vote?” 

Nevertheless, the Green candidates 
maintain that a vote for their party is not 
wasted, and will help send a message to 
the federal government that environmen- 
tal concerns cannot be pushed aside for 
iwlitical cx|wdicncy. 




McGill student and Gwen Party 



amdidate Van Schotte 

“Bloc Québécois say ‘their campaign 
is ’lx‘ Quebec Gagne’ and the Liberals 
talk about ’a better future for all of us,’" 
said Sarwer-Foner. 

"Well, I say if we continue to 
ignore the environment, Quebec loses 
and we will have a worse future for all 
for us." 
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Slibel 





were spotted later at Stereo tripping the 
light fantastic with the rest of the Buena 
Vista Socialist Club. Slibel also heard 
that they went out to the Big Orange at 
Namur metro to pose while dressed 
entirely in orange. 

Send }mr juicy bits of j>ossip and 
lender mormls of kresay to 
slibel@incfiilldaily.coni. Complete 
anonymity assured. Heh beh. 
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Your forum for all the 

Slibel warns to start things out with a 
lost and found announcement. Slibel 
dropitcd his wril this week, iwssibly in 
Leacock I32. If anyone has seen it, 
please report to 

slibel@mcgilldaily.com.... Seems it's 
going to take a lesson from Sliltel for the 
folks at Maclean's to realize that 
everyone besides grandmothers and jico- 
ple in waiting rooms stop|K’d reading 
their magazine years ago. On Friday, 
Slibel made a call to the fading 
Newsweek-but-with-more-moose-and- 
hockey of yesteryear, to :isk for a heads- 
up on McGill's standing in the uni- 
versity rankings tlnit weren't due out 
for a couple of days. The response on the 
other end? “Sure, wouldn’t you and every 
other media [lerson in the country like to 
get their hands on that." Quit kidding 
yourselves... All week long in Slibel’s 
chisses, it seemed professors have been 



latest campus scoops 

taking lessons from Stockfthe gun 
rackjwcll Bay, holding up poster and 
flashcards to emphasize their points. 
/\mong the highlights this week: “The 
Treaty of Versailles was a failure", 
“/\mino acids are the building blocks of 
proteins" and “/Mexander Pope was a 
four-foot-tall hunchback"...Sccms 
somebody wasn't listening in confession. 
Slibel watched W'ojtek Baraniak, McGill’s 
own people's president, take some 
scolding from a reverend-in-the- 
making at yesterday’s SSMU Open 
Meeting. So early in his political career 
and already Wojtek is getting on the bad 
side of the boss upstairs.. .Alc.\a 
McDonough |)op|)ed by campus last 
week to drum up thal KneeDipper 
groundswcll of support in Quebec that's 
just waiting to he released. Perhaps of 
more interest is that she and visiting 
McGill prof nd “The Horse" Broadbent 




On Track; This Hour has 22 
Minutes. Wliile their co-opting of politi- 
cians into embarrassing situations has lost 
its novelty lately, they made the most of the 
Canadian Alliance’s promise to hold refer- 
endums on :in\lhing th;il earns a |x:tition 
with .350,000 names. Ml are invited to 
check out 22minutes.com to take part in 
an online petition to stage a referendum to 
ask Stockwell Day to change his first mune 
to Doris. 



The Daily s sicK and 
twisted cartoonists can 
no longer be contained! 

That s why we re 
devoting a special issue 
to their delusions of 
grandeur on 
November 27th! 

To get involved email 
comics@mcgilldaily.com 
or come by Shatner B-03 
and talk to Ben. 



On Crack: Ontario Government. 
Wliile rescinding their pay mise bill for 
.MPP's, the Harris gowmment is now forc- 
ing all recipients of welfam to take a ran- 
dom dnig test to ensure goremment money 
isn't going up their ;um. We'd like to think 
that tlic dealers will make up for the lost 
business with sales to the Tory caucus. 



LcmiHS AND imit; iwhk.s are wtlco.med 
ON The Daily's r.o.M.MENTARY I’AGEs. 
Letters .mi st be t .nuer 300 words, 
WHILE Hyde Parks siiuiui be u.nder 
500 WORDS. PLtASE DROI> THEM OFF IN 
SlLATNER B-03 oh E.M.AIL THEM TO 
l£nF.RS@MaillU).AILY.CO.M 



John Ortved can't stop being 



ill Politics Ever 



THE ART DUMMY 



Get Jazzy? 



I t is raining and I’m listening to 
juzz.Il is one of those little things that 
make life bearable. A cup of tea in the 
morning. The odd hackrub. Jazz while it’s 
raining. 

I have too much work to sin and too 
much time to work. 

Tliese are the short days liefore the win- 
ter. Before the white. Before a blanket of 
cold covers e\'ery inch of this city and 
leaves the lights that once shone bright 
dimmed, if not extinguished. 

Stockwell Day has decided to get tough 
on crime. He thinks that serious time cur- 
rently means, “horseliack riding and play- 
ing golf and lounging around in a cottage 
watching a hig-screcn K“ Wow. Did you 
know Slock S|K‘nds 91) miiuiles a d:iy work- 
ing out? Vi'ell, if he went to prison, he’d only 
have to work out for :in hour, because after 
his horseback ride and round of golf, he 
could 1)0 involved in a little shower time 
e.xercise with thru* iiiemlwR of the Rock 
Machine. Then we’ll see how he feels alwut 
abortion. 

Stock has neglected to mention llial 
Canada's crime mie is the lowest it’s lx.en 
in twenty ye:i5. Way to go you fucking 



inslimtaneous existential stales to which 
some whites could resjiond, it whs indeed a 
communication by art because it said, ‘1 
feel this, :md now you do to.’" 

Politics todiiy could not be contrasted 
:my better. 

The election we have just witnessed and 
the one approaching in the coming 
monliis are |icrfect examples of how the 
watering down, the diluting of iwiitics, has 

completely Iwrcd and aliénai- 

ed the public. Politics are not Tni. 
jazz, they am not llie orgasm, ^ 
llicy are llie fart, and forgotten IM a]\ 
just as quickly. 



him and lustily attempt lu rip his clothes. 

The æcent elections down south and 
our owH ujicoming elections are exiunjiles 
of the complacenq’ of the voter in his lack 
of piirticiiiation or Lick of interest, b:Lsed 
entirely on the complete void of inspira- 
tion. Jazz won’t be found in jiolitics until 
we have someone to vote for who embodies 
the rebellious and un-(iuanlifiable ele- 
ments of Jazz music. We won’t care until 



there is someone worth caring :ilxnit. 

There are no jazzmen in North 
/American iwiilics. Nader is riglit; instead of 
playing to our tune, they’re the ones mak- 
ing tile music. ;\nd it certainly isn’t jazz. 



Vx! Art Dummy ap/wars Vntrsdttys 
in Commentary. Reader response iv 
alirays welcome and simid be sent to 
lelters@mcfiilldtiily.com 



Titans of Literature versus Famous Movie 
Monsters by Steve Barker 



Politics is tile opjiosilc of jazz. 

Nomian .Mailer once wrote, “For jazz is 
orgasm, it is tiie music of orgasm, good 
orgiLsm :ind had, and so it syioke across a 
nation, it liad tiie comiiiunicalion of art 
even where it w:is watered, iwiverted, cor- 
ruiiled and almost killed, it sjioke in no 
matter wiial laundered iwpular way of 



Kennedy w.is an orgasm. 
Trudeau was an orgasm. 
George W. Bush, Al Gore and 
Jean Chretien arc the furthest 
things from any allegorical 
reiiresentations of libido, nev- 
ermind the Dyonesian exjilo- 
sion th;it is jazz. 

We don’t fivl |>olitics any 
more than we feel the music 
of Barry Manilow. Politics has 
liecome so diluted and weak 
in our |K’rceptions, 1 have 
trouble finding musical 
mclaphoR to fill the void. Pop 
comes to mind, but al least 
the Backstreet Boys and 
Britney Syicars can al inspire 
children; prepubescent 
youngsters are far more likely 
to run in fear from Jean 
Chretien than to scream al 
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The Attack of The Plastic 
Fantastic Poppies 
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byJackTeng 

^ 1 ->w emeinbrance Day 

1 ^ has come and gone 

JLVand if you liad fell 
^ any kind of syinpatliy for 
the fallen you’ve taken time to 
honor them with a few moments of 
silence. Otherwise, if you were like 
most of the student |X)])ulation you 
appreciated tlie pause in your profes- 
sor’s yapping. In the last few weeks, 
we’ve seen an invasion of sullen old 
men looking more wrinkled by the 
year, wearing faded unifonns tinkling 
with medals and obscure dashes and 
bars. Of course, protruding from ilieir 
gnarled hands, we find those ever- 
present, less than meaningful 
plastic faux-velvety red 
"s ixrppies. And yet this cha- 

rade continues, as many 
k ^ do, by the strength of 
\ nostalgia rather than by 

any conception of reality. 
There have been televi- 
Sion sjrecials, newspajier 






spreads and tear-jerking ceremonies. But 
what does it all mean to the chubby, afflu- 
ent milk-stained and honey-fattened? A flip 
of the channel. 

Our generation is two removed from 
the Second World War and one from ’Nam, 
leaving us with the “wars” -if you consider 
taking a hammer to a flea appropriate- of 
the Gulf and the s|X)radic incidents in 
Yugoslavia (minus the wars bigoted ass- 
holes fell weren’t relevant (i.e. ethnically 
relevant) like the rebellions in Sri Lanka, 
the civil war in Afghanistan, the war 
between Ethiopia and Eritrea, the war(s) in 
Congo, and so on). I will not be accused of 
over-generalizations again and so I specify 
that the phenomenon I speak of is domi- 
nantly confined to North America. What 
am I referring to? The fact that we have 
nothing to remember, nothing to thank for 
tile fallen, nothing but waste. Wats once 
galvanized people to go to rallies, to cheer 
on soldiers on parade or, astonishingly, to 
even insjrire one to enlist. Today, we mostly 
just shake our heads at the stupidity of gov- 
ernments and sigh at spilled blood, while 
the glory of military parades is replaced by 
just plain embarrassment. The vaunted 



|ieace-ka’|x;is of Canada, once real sol- 
dicR, are little more than hired guns and 
go betweens for NGOs, essentially there to 
soothe the nagging consciena* of our for- 
eign iwlicy- supiwsedly one reflecting the 
will of die jicople to bring freedom and love 
to the rest of world loo |xx)r to fight for it 
themselves. Is this a result of our sudden 
access to huge amounts of infomiation? 
Our immunity to stale-run propaganda 
machines? On the one hand, every time 
blood is shed a deluge of [icacc-advocates 
clamor for change and justia’ but end up 
being shocked that the only way to enforce 
their bubble-gum view of the world is by 
pointing a gun in the right direction. On 
the other, there are the channel flipiiers; 
those who have the slimmest idea of the 
goings-on in die world and who couldn’t 
care less if the world got blasted into obliv- 
ionso long as their comer of the world süll 
had cable and 30 min. pizzadelivery. To 
them, world events are a boring interrui}- 
tion of their regulariirogramming, news- 
paiwrs are irrelevant, hell, it’s a wonder if 
being literate at all is the nonn. And the 
rest are the jaded and the qnics far too 
awaroof their inability to do anything or 



make any noise above the saccharinestatic 
that jiemieales all but the fringe indejiend- 
enl news agencies. 

(\re these the jieojile war heroes come 
back to and, a|)|)arently, fought anddied 
for? Perhaps, there was a time when the 
word (1 had avoided until now)“i)atriot- 
ism" illicited more than the rolling of 
one’s eyes. Children ofimmigrants like 
myself have been indoctrinated more to 
survive and become lawyerVdoctors th;m 
to feel the need to salute the flag, while the 
kids of Canadians, meaning non-immi- 
granls, received not much more Canada- 
pride than exiwsure to a few flags. Growing 
up in a dominantly white elementary, I 
remember only one Remem.brance Day 
lesson and not much else stuck excepl- 
maybe the first two lines of the anthem. 
This isn’t an isolated case. This was the 
background on which Remembrance Day 
was celebrated. The result; achcesy show 
with less weight than a B-movie sci-fi flick. 

Jack Tain ^ ^3 Biolony stiuhit. 

Saul pur Hyde Parks to letlers@mcnill- 
(laily.com 
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by John Paul Koning 



I \|i I’m writing in response to the recent. 
\ JiTT / "debate" regarding Arts and Science students at 
^ .McGill (November 6). I just wanted to 

'iouVe comment on the fact that (whether we 

u interconnected regardless of your field of 
V\ study. Arts often raises the questions that sci- 
I ence tries to answer. 

^ ^ ^ I Arts and Science students are usually 

“*\ streamed separately and we tend to want to 

stake out and defend our territory. Where does 
A this leave students, like myself, who have one 
U foot phmted neatly in each camp? If I told you 
U that I’m a Psychology student, would you be 
able to tell my faculty? My degree? My work- 
1 ) load? Probably not at first glance. Even though 

i Cfc Psychology dejiartmcnt is administered by 

the faculty of Science and housed within the 
Biology building, its programs are ofiered to both 



B.Sc. and BA students. In the same classroom, i — 
Arts and Science students sit side by side, handle 

the sjune amount of reading, panic over the same The Daily 

ex.ams and hand in the same terni pa|x;ts. Viliere i i • • 

do we get the absurd notion that the only reason PUDllCâtlOllS 

someone would choose an Arts degree is bœause ^ • 

they couldn’t hack it in scicnœ? WTien Mr. Lee OOClCiyy 

refers to the students smoking on the Arts’ stcjis, Dublisher of The 

maybe he doesn’t realize that you don’t have to lie p. .i j r 

an Arts student to jiark your can in front of the 

most centralized building at the University. français, IS looking for 

Whether we like it or not, arts and science involved, devoted Stu- 

dcjiend on each other. Still wondering to which dents to sit on OUr 

camp I belong? Let’s see, this semester I took Hrwot»/! 

"Introduction to Philosophy" and "Deviations in l503.rQ OI 

Childhood Development". Next semester I’m look- "Til 

ing at Chemistry and Antliroiwlogy. Oh dear, 1 * 

guess that doesn’t help very much. Oh well, at the Come by B-03 today 

end of iheday, does it really matter which letters I at 3 pm to find OUt 

stick next to my name? To those who truly believe moreor COme by B-07 

that their employment opixirtunities hinge on j.* i. • 1 

.h«h,tl.e,i-Pa«dcVics- 0-Tl.cAnof P“'' yP “ 

Ustening’’,.you still have a lot to leam about the information package, 

world outside the ivory lower. 

<3ftirMcGn jLDA^Y 

Sarah Kissel 

U3 P^'chologY I 

I The Compendium Page and Mind&Body Will 

Return! 







Ï 't'fp Cï/ifi U M't 117' f The Daily is proud lo uelcome Ain't Life odd from The Gateway at The Unirersily of Alberla to our crackajack team of comix. More 

/xi> ft' I' Âjt'Jff xJlvlv Oy tflttlB WlHlBPS cartoons and art are always uelcome, even if they don't have the uvrd “life” in the title. Email us at comics@mcgiUdaily.com 
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A Queer Look 
ut Queer History 

From the fearful to the queerful in the history of 

gay rights in Montreal 








iiY Mike D.yscai. 

I1)L' Mdiill Dtiily 

ontreal's queer history is not a boring one. Queer history 
is of course full of oppression. But beyond this, the 
clashes between "straight" society, with its traditional 
moral boundaries, and the consciously subversive nature of gay culture, 
tend to generate some of the juiciest stories in the history of Montreal. 
Some are tales of severe injustice, others are about mistaken identity, 
some of them are pithy and some of them are just plain queer. 



It All Began in 
the Roaring Twenties,,, 



Mimlri'iil (|im(loiii has kvn aroiiml tor a while. A 
voliiiilevr for the (^iielHs; (lay anil Leshian Ardiivi*s iiien- 
lioiieil that the first eviilence of a hoiiiosi'xiial natherinn in 
North /Mnerica wis in Montreal when a uroiip of men were 
foimil eon^rei'.alinj; in a "store." This store's entire nier- 
ehamlise w;ls a|)|)les ami muffins, or something of the sort, 
nolhinnelsi'.., 

•Aside trom this tale, most rivordeil evidence of the com- 
miinily dales hack only to the 1920s and 3()s when mo.st gay 
hannouls were cenlea'd around two areas on St.-Catherine. 
The first was around St-laiureiil; the stvond, around Stanley, 
right in the heart of downtown .Montreal. 

The mam split was one of language, hut ap|iarenlly there 
was also a difference in the fa'i|uenle5 of these aaas in that 
the Sl l-iureiU scene entertained a much mure llmiilMiyant 
crowd. This .split village existed until the mid-SOs, hut them 
are still a few reminders of the old downtown "gay-lrour- 
luxxl." It is not uncommon to see older couples a bit wist of 
Guy for e.xample. The Mwtiijue on Stanley aniains oiien to 
this day, and Q-zone, a new bar, seems to aim at both this 
older gay [loptdation and Concordia students. 

The fimi definite evidence dates back to the Café 
.Monarch, which oiieneil its (loots in the late 20s. At this time 
"gay" busincs.ses wern restaunints or bars that were frequent- 
ed by :i mixed crowd. It is not odd then that some of these 
bats still exist today, and have changed comitlelely. One 
example is that place no self-res|)ecting queer man would cur- 
rently l)e seen in, the Pevl I’ub. 



Is llxil lion ckxl'in^ me oui? 



May I Have 
This Dance? 



The 50s were not a very interesting |)eriod in .Montreal queer 
histoty, with one e.xceplion. 

In 1957, a poitular gay entertainer, lAnnand .Monra*, who 
Iteifonned regularly at Le Tropical, a iwpular gay bar, fought 
and won a short battle against the management to allow for gay 
couples to dance together for the first time in Montreal. 
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Police Clean Up 
Queer Beer 



Tlie first uvidena’ of jK)licc inten'cntion on a gay gathering 
refere to a party raided in 1950. Tlie part)' w’as going very wll, the 
only problem wis tlie liquor license - or rather, the lack thereof. 
The raid ended in a total of 376 arrests. l\fo men were charged 
with holding the party. The first, Bernard Guay, pleaded guilty to 
illegally selling alcohol and was fined severely. The other, George 
l-dilierte, was suhseriuently acquitted because the law slated that 
only one [lerson could be convicted for the crime. The other 374 
men and women were arrested as "found-ins,” and were each 
charged a smaller fine. At the end only 10 pleaded not guilty. 

The interesting bit of this story comes the Monday morning 
after the arrests when everyone apiicared in court. Of those arrest- 



ed, some could not post bail and were forced to remain in prison 
for the weekend. Because there were so many arrests, some jieo- 
ple were brought in in groups, including a group of a dozen or so 
men who, due to their detainment, did not have the chance to 
change out of their costumes. As the Herald put it “most of them 
were able to get through the embarrassment by simply raising 
their hand when their name was called and nodding when iisked 
if they pleaded guilty. However, two names were left unaccounted 
for and owners of said names were ordered to sjicak up. A blonde 
in a leopard coat pleaded guilty in a quivering tenor voice, and a 
hefty brunette with an upsweep coiffure, a wide-sleeved gray coat 
and a becoming baritone growled ‘coupable.’ " 



Canadian Stonewall, 

Eh? 



In 1976 Mayor Drajicau, along with sup|x>rteis, began plan- 
ning for the Ol)mpics through an "Ol)’mpic cleanup." The plan 
was to try to rid downtown Montreal of “undesirable elements" 
including prostitutes and homose.xuals. This lead to a number of 
iwlice raids that clearly had no pur))osc otlier than trying to close 
gay establishments. One bath house, for c.xample, Neptune, was 
not only violently raided, but its membership list seized. Howerer, 
as much as minorities like to feel jxirsecuted in their pasts, this 
cleanuj) was not, contrary to popular belief, the cause of the village 
moving to the area it is in now. 

The biggest event in Montreal gay history hapjiened a year after 
the Ol)inpics, as i»lice raids to gay bars and clubs continued. In 
October 1977, a raid on the Stanley street Trux Cruising Bar was 
the straw that broke the qui-cr cunel’s back. Police entered the club 
in the early morning of October 22, anned with machine guns and 
bulletproof vests. They then proceeded to arrest 136 men, charging 
eight with gross indecency, two with drug jxissession, and the rest 




as being found-ins. All men arrested were detained for over 15 
hours and given VD tesLs. 

The raid was carried out by one of two morality' squads, and 
even the leader of the squad not involved said that unless sufficient 
reason was given, arresting [xxiple for tieing present in a licensed 
bar was wrong. 

The Trux raid created frenzy' both in the media and among gay 
activists in Montreal. Major Montreal payiers criticized Lieutenant 
Bernier, the officer who authorized the raid but it was the iieojile 
who raised the most havoc. During the evening of the same day of 
the raid, approximately 1000 [leople gathered at the comer of 
Stanley' :md St. Catherine to protest the raid and the arrests, creat- 
ing the biggest Canadian gay jirotest of that time; some refer to it 
as the "Canadian Stonc'wall." 

The protest achiei'ed, if nothing else, a new level of activism in 
Montreal. “The jwlice did us a great favor," Claude Beaulieu, pres- 
ident of the Quebec Association for gay rights, said at the time. After 
the protest jieople started craping out of the woodwork 
iKTOining more and more active in the gay community. It was 
almost the beginning of mainstream gay activism in 
Montreal. 




She couldn’t tellf 
can you? 

People often wonder how far a relationship can go when one 
jicnion has a huge secret. Antoinette /\rsenault answered that 
question for Montreal in 19'i2. It wasn't until shortly after 
'Monsieur' Arsenault's marriage that his wife realizetl she had just 
marric'd another woimm. Wlien the wife figured it out she went 
straight to her church which led to legal action against /\tsenault. 

Charged and convicted of forging legal documents, /\rsenaull w'as 
sentenced to jail for an 'inà'finile' amount of time. Thankfully 
this sentence was later found to lie unjust and Arsenault was 
released. It is unlikeivshe returned to her ex. 



Ik' jiolia' dal II inn i<!> ‘^kiitniil's iimlvsiniblc dcinenis. 



Over the next few years there were some major advancement in gay 
rights in both Canada and Quebec as Sodomy laws were repealed and "sex- 
ual orientation" was read into the Canadian Charter of Human Rights and 
Freedoms. Between 1984 and 1986 the two gay areas seemed to merge and 
head eastward, mainly due to the stronger French presence, but also 
because the area was simply cheaper. This formed the village as it is today, 
although now the village is very bilingual and real estate prices are rising. 

The community has of course grown in size and strength in the past few 
years. On August 1st, 1993, the first Montreal Pride Parade gathered at 
Jeanne Mance Park for its total participation of 4,600 people. It has since 
grown to a total participation of 1,700,000 people this year. But one must 
wonder if the gay community would be in the same state it is in now with- 
out transgendered husbands, drag court appearances, machine gun wield- 
ing morality squads, and parties where they all met at the Peel Pub. 



PEDIGREE GIRLS 



Whatcha 


I dunno. 


doin' 


What's your 


tonight? 


skedge 
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like? 
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Rent some 
movies. 
Masturbate. 
You? 



Same 
here, I 
guess. 







Want some 


I could be 


company? 


persuaded. 
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A Hidden 
History: 



BY Hmily IUrris-McIj;od 
11x1 McGill Daily 

you know that a openly 
K ^Êg^y McGill professor was 
shot during a class lecture 
in the seventies? Or that famous 
author Judith Butler was **un- 
hired** by the McGill English 
Department after her lesbianism 
became known? 

These are some of the many 
rumours that have been passed 
around the queer community at 
McGill for years, but queer history 
must be seen as more than a series 
of rumours and anecdotes. Queers 
have been active on this campus for 
over 30 years and have brought 
about change within our curricu- 
lum, our student government, and 
in the student press. It is time that 
we come to see this history as an 
important symbol of our ability, as 
students and Queers, to influence 
our community. IVs our history, 30 
years in the making. 



The Queer Presence 
at McGitlf 

1970 - 2000 



Qi i:i:it lssn:.s i\ C( kiiici u m 

The first official j;ay/ld)ian theory 
dxss ill North .Viiicrica \v;ls taiijtht at the 
l.'niversityof Neliniska in 19711. Thirty years 
later, at a time when the I'niveRity of 
Toronto and (àineordia have instated 
qiieei-themed minoR, McGill University 
still fails to offer an official, yearly qiiirr 
theory cliLss to its students. However, despite 
this lack of a yearly class, innovative staff 
and students have managed to nej;otiate 
several one-time-only queer-themed class- 
es. These cla.s.SL'S have occurred over the last 
three devades in a variety of departments. 

The first of these j;ay-themed classes 
was offeied in 1972 throiii>h a pro(;r:uu 
dealint! with hiolony and swial channe. 



The class was designed as a seminar on 
sexism, and was taken for creilit by five or 
six students. The thai‘ profes.sors, one of 
whom was liriice Garside from the philoso- 
phy department, dealt o|)enly with the sub- 
ject of homosexuality, even choosing 
IX'iinis Altman’s llx‘ lloimmuil and 
Saciiiy as the textlxKik. Somewhat to their 
-sunirise, they .soon found their small class 
douhling and tripling in size, as moa and 
more [leople caught word that a “gay 
class" was taking place at .McGill. .Many of 
these students expres.sed a iie-ed to siKsik 
o|V‘iily and honestly alxnit the still-taboo 
topic of gay sexuality, yet were afraid to 
have “the gay class” appear on their 
a-cord. Thus, the professors found their 
small classroom in Ifedpath Library 



becoming more and more crowdcHl, until it 
was packed with over forty regular auditors. 

Due the |iopularity of this class, it was 
decided that the group would continue 
meeting in the libniry lounge once irer 
week. Supiiortixl by the student government 
of the time, the group becmiie incri'asingly 
jwlitical, and decided to apply for funding 
and club süitus. (\nd it was thus that the 
first unofficial gay-therned class at McGill 
gave rise to the university's first official gay 
student organization, which was called 
GAY. 

Garside's clxss did not lead immediate- 
ly to any new developments in McGill's cur- 
riculum. In fact, the first class at .McGill to 
lie o|)enly and entirely dedicated to queer 
issues would not occur for another twenty- 
six years. I lowever, as the years jrassed, and 
as gay issues liecame less Lalroo, more pro- 
fessors at McGill began adding gay content 
to their cixsses. LBGTM (lesbiim. Bisexual, 
Gay, Trimsgender McGill) begim distribut- 
ing a small qua’r course calendar, which 
used student feedback to rate courses based 
on their queer content and riueer iwsitivity. 
Such classes included Sexual l'.thics. 
Introduction to I'eminist I’hilosoiihy, and 
Contemiiorary Women’s Fiction (which at 
the time was affectionately nicknamed 
'Ijesliian Lit’). 

Several departments, including Art 
History, Social Work, and F.nglish, have 
offered one-time courses on gay issues. 
Work is lieing done at the School of Social 
Work to ensure that their class, entitled 
Criliad Ajilimichi'S to I'niclkv irilh Gay, 
Lesbian, llisexnal and Ttro-Sinriled 
lïri/ile, may Uvoine a regularly-offerd 
course. Until then however, rpieer .studies 
hxs not gained an official foothold in any 
department at .McGill University. 

Qi r.KH sn tii.NT oHriVMZ.ixf, .at ,Mt;Gia 

Student group Quivr .McGill, originally 
called GAY, originated from the Biology and 
Social Clutnge cla.ss in 1972. ;\t the liegin- 
ning, GAY was active in setting up a drop-in 
centre, a library and a telephone hot-line to 
provide legal and medical advice, along 
with confidential infonnation ;md support. 

GAY w:ts in fact not the first group of its 
kind in Canada. Gay student groups 
already existed on several Canadian c:un- 
puses, including University of Toronto, 
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)ork University, Guelph, ,Mc.\l:bter, and 
Western. However, what was remarkable 
alx)ut the formation of GAY was that it w:b 
the first Anglophone homosexual organi- 
zaition in .Montreal, and thus was met with 
an incredible res|)onse from inside and 
outside of crunpus. The only other existing 
homosexual organizaition in .Montreril at 
the time was the Front de Liberation des 
Homo.sexuels (FIJI). Soon after the Iwgin- 
nings of G.AY, the FLU was raided by the 
|H)lice, who stole the group’s confidential 
memlx;rship list. Notably, the |X)lice never 
raided GAY, and generally stayed outside of 
McGill cmnpus. Thus GAY kcame inqwr- 
tant to the .Montreal community not only 
ILS the first Anglophone gay organization, 
but as a group with s|)ecial rights and pro- 
tisTtions due to their placement in .McGill. 

One of the major endeavours of GAY 



ôeôicateô to 
lofx^ws Of all 
orient at ions 

First Daily Queer Issue in I!)SJ 

wiLs to organize* gay dances in the Shatner 
Ballroom - the first dance was held in 1972. 
l\vo years later, these monthly danci'S were 
regularly attnicting over 2,000 iK-ojile and 
raising significant amounts of money 
which GAY used to bankroll other emerging 
gay organizations such as Gay Line. 
Finally, in the mid 1970s, the liquor licens- 
ing Ixrard stopiwi gninting iiemiits to the 
grouj), and the dances stop|ied. 

Due to constant changes in its e.xam- 
tive, the gay/queer student grou|) at .McGill 
has changed drunatically from year to 
year, liven the niune of the organizaition 
SLi'ms to l)e in constint evolution. GAY 
lieciune Gay .McGill soon after its inceiition, 
imd then Gays and U‘sl)ians of .McGill 
(G(\1.0.M). Subsequent niune changes lead 
to Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay .McGill (1.BG.M), 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay and Transgender 
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McGill (LBGTM) and finally, in 1998, 

Queer McGill. 

Sonic of lhe cnà'avoiiR of this groui) 
over the years have included a drop-in cen- 
ter, a |)hone-line scn'ice, social c\'cnts and 
outings, |H)litical actions, discussion imd 
support groups, newsletters, and pride 
weeh/awarcncss week celebrations. 

AcnVIS.M, Co.NTHOVr.H.SV A.M) BArJiU.su 

The 30-odd years since the beginning 
of a gay lilieration movement at McGill has 
lieen |x;p|x:rd witli numerous controver- 
sial incidents. Issues of funding, censor- 
ship, homophobic rhetoric, hirings and fir- 
ings, and graffiti have consistently lead to 
heated debate among mcmlieR of the 
McGill community. One of the most 
notable of these incidents involved Chris 
Carter, the first openly gay president of the 
Students’ Society of McGill University who 
was elected in 19%. Carter was elcx'ted with 
3-1 Iter cent of the vote in a six-candidate 
race which was, according to Hour 
.Magazine, “remarkably free of homoiiho- 
bia." Carter w:ls backed by a coalition of 
the Sexual Assault Centre, the Black 
Student Network and I.B(iTM, where he 
sened :ls administrator in 1994. 

At the annual McGill blood drive in 
Octolier, Carter was given [K’niiission from 
SS.MU to [K’tition the Red (!ross' [lolii^ 
which prevented men who had had sex 
with men since 1972 fmm giving blood. In 
an attempt to raise awareness of the Red 
Cross' discrimination. Carter issued a press 
release decrying the screening proa-ss, and 
saying tliat he would try to make a blood 
donation to raise awareness against what 
he referred to as the agency's “homopho- of 



bic" screening questionnaire. 

The Red Cross, fearing that the jirotest- 
ers from "higli-risk groups” would decide 
to lie on the questionnaire and themfore be 
allowed to make potentially tainted dona- 
tions, cancelled the blood drive. 
Meanwhile, rtngry students protested 
Carter's "salrotage” of the blood drive, and 
held a demonstration to demand that he 
resign as president. Other students joined 
Carter's efforts against the Red Cross iwliq; 
and called the protests against Carter 
homo|)hobic. 

Chris Carter did not resign as SS.MU 
president, and w:ts able to complete his 
term with significant student supiiort. 
Howeser, he continued to face a hottropho- 
bic res|)onse to his ojrenness about Ireing 
gay. In February 1997, the McGill Drtily 
printed a photo on their cover of a defaced 
lietition concerning the SS.MU constitution 
and representation for larger hrcultics and 
constituency groups. The yretition was 
defaced by the words "We hrtve a fag for a 
president, this is a sodottry agenda." 

The Red Cross did return to McGill, 
contrary to some students’ predictions that 
they would not. However, they have not 
made changes to their questionnaire. 
Héma Quekx, which now runs the blood 
drive at McGill, also prevents men who 
have had sex with men from giving blood 
and Queer McGill continues to run annual 
protests. 



INST1T1.TIU.VAL IIO.MOl'ilUHLA - IIIHINGS ANU 
FIRINGS 

Has McGill Unisersity ever Ixen guilty 
institutional homophobi.a? Bruce 



Garsidc, one of the professore of the first 
gay-themed class at McGill, thought so. 
Garside wrote an article in The McGill 
Daily in Sc|)tember 1974 explaining how 
he fell that his tenninalion from the 
Dciiartment of Philosoiihy related to his 
involvement with the gay liberation move- 
ment. In the article, entitled "Surviving the 
McGill Philosoiihy," Garside WTOte, “1 don't 
think my jiosilion would have been in jeop- 
ardy if it had not bexn for my 
involvement with gay liberation." 

He identified other hiculty membcR 
who were dismissed due to gay- 
related issues, :md cilcxl one ex:un- 
ple of a student who was turned 
down by the department of immi- 
gration :ifter his academic advisor 
informed them that he was a 
homosexual. Garside went on to 
discuss how "the reality of repres- 
sive tolerance at .McGill is painfully 
cA’ident,” and stated his opinion 
that “it has Ixxome increasingly 
clear to me that universities are not 
going to serre as vehicks for nulical 
social change." In his time at 
.McGill, Garside had certainly cxiie- 
riencevl anger from students and 
staff who disagreed with his sexual 
identity and ixilitical views. Vlliile 
leduring in the early 1970s, in what 
aiqK-ared to be a protest against his 
|X)lilics, Garside was shot with a 
blank bullet by a man who ran 
quickly in and out of the classroom. 

There have been other reiwrts, 
mostly from the 1970s ;md 80s, of 
institutional homophobia at .McGill. Tlie 
Daily occasionally re|X)rted on students 
who fell that they had been rejected for PhD 



status due to their sexual orientation. 
Additionally, fruned critical theorist Judith 
Butler was hired by the McGill English 
deiiartmcnt twenty years ago, and then 
allegedly "un-hired" when it Irecame 
known that she wils a lesbian. 

In 1991, the Quelrec lliiman Rights 
Commission found that there was an 
almosiiherc of homoiihobia at McGill. The 
pajicr quoted Raynald Lc*|)age, irresident of 



a small group called ixslrian and Gay 
Employees of .McGill (L\GE.M), who cited 
an e.\ani|)le in which “a suivrAisor told an 
employee that had that yierson known that 
the employee was gay, he would have ne\er 
ban hired." In 1995, the university was 
still without a sexual orientation |x)licT for 
its staff. 

\Miile it is rare that a profes.sor is able to 
k' fidly oiien alxnil their sexuality, there 
have ken some notable ex;unples of profs 
who have kvn able to Ire o|vn, and even 
iwlitical, alwut their orientation. Olivia 
Jenson, for example, is a professor of gert- 
jrliysics at .McGill who is also an oik'hIv- 
transgendered woman. Jenson gives semi- 



nars on transgenderism to interested 
groups, and h;is reirortally tried to organize 
a qiia'r group for McGill professors. In a 
1995 interview, Jenson staled that “My col- 
leagues at McGill have Iran pro|»r and 
good. I But] they haven't gone out of their 
way to accommo{Lile me...it's a very subtle 
discrimin.ation." 

Qi i;f;h Issitj» a.nd Tiit; McGm Phf.ss 

The McGill Daily played an 
ini|X)rlant rule in the k'ginnings of 
a gay likralion movement at 
McGill. A search through The Daily 
archives uncovers a sudden explo- 
sion in the numk'r of gay-themed 
lellcts and articles k'ginning in the 
early seventies. In the fall of 1971, 
the palter ran a long series of 
anguished letters from closeted 
homosexuals on cmiipus. In the fall 
of 1972, the thra* teachers of the 
biology and social change gay- 
themed cliss WTole an exixtsition 
piœe on homo.scxuality at .McGill, 
entitleil "School Is Not-a Gay Place 
to Be." The authors of this artickal 
noted that "Gay itcxtple at McGill 
ex|terience hostility from Itolh the 
right and the left when they attempt 
to change the attitudes and practices 
which result in gay oppression. This 
reflcxls the isolation of gay iHttple 
everywhere hut it is probably the 
most acute of any urlian center in 
Can;ula nr the United States." 

In the early 1980s The .McGill 
Daily k'gan publishing ils queer s|u'ial 
alition. In 1983 the queer supplement w;ls 
combined with the Valentine’s Day edition, 
under the title "dedicated to lovers of all 
orientations." This edition raised the ire of 
many on cam|ius, and lead to the k'gin- 
ning of a new, short-liveil .McGill pajer 
calk'd .MU.M. MU.M was Ixmi largely out of 
prote.st against the Daily’s so-called 
overempluisis on gay issues, and employed 
homophobic rhetoric to criticize The 
Daily’s coverage. .MU.M did not last long. 

The .McGill Daily has continued to pub- 
lish its queer supplements each year, but 
these days no ne'w ne-wspaiicR are Ixrm in 
protest. 




SItuhils nilly on Ik' slip of tk‘ Sljdlnir Building lo support SSMU I’wsident Chris Carter 



Although one article cannot do justice 
to the richness f nuances, subtleties, and 
secrets of queer history at McGill, it is 
certain that the last 30 years have been 
important ones for queer people at 
McGill, Throughout these year. Queers 
on campus have played the leading role 
in changing the views and raising tol- 
erance within the McGill community as 
well as in the entire city. And it*s about 
time we began to remember. 




19% SSMU Président Chris üirler 
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Painting the Town 

Pink 



BV Mike IKsoal 
'Ik McdilUhily 

F or those of you who don't know all 
you want to know about the Montrai 
gay village, here's a short guide to the 
flamboyant gay nightlife of Montreal. The vil- 
lage is located approximately between Berri and 
Papineau and centered around St. Catherine. 
The best way to get to any of these fine estab- 
lishments (if it's too far to walk) would 
propably be via the Beaudry Metro station 
located in the heart of the village and 
decorated appropriately by the 
STCUM with rainbow 
columns. 



Stereo 

• 858 St, Catherine 

Known to most as the "gayest" of the 
Montreal after-hours clubs. Stereo often sees a 
mixed crowd of people. If offers one large dance 
floor and some chill out spots for when you just 
need a break. Guest DJs from all over are not 
uncommon and usually attract quite a crowd. The 
only real problem is the hefty cover charge of 
$25, which doesn't even cover the whole night 
considering that doors don't open until 3 
a.m. If you handle the cover though. 
Stereo is about everything you 
could ask for from an after- 
hours club. 



L’Entre- ( 2 
Peau 

- 1115 St. Catherine E, 

One of the most popular Drag Queen clubs in the vil- 
lage, L'Entre-Peau offers shows performed by people 
who pretend to sing songs of talented performers. An 
evening at L'Entre-Peau can be lots of fun. The crowd 
is generally very mixed in orientation and gender 
(although sometimes you can't always tell the 
latter). There's good senrice and it's a pretty 
comfortable setting. If you're looking for 
a truly flamboyant show though, 
you might prefer Chez 
Cleopatra. 
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Unity 



Æ - 1400 Montcalm ^ 

Æ (corner St, Catherine E,) \ 

f Most who venture to experience the Montreal gay com- % 
[ munity night scene begin with Unity. In the years since 1 
its opening, Unity has become the gay club of the city. It's ' 
young - average age is between 18 and 25; it's big - three 
dance floors and six bars; and it's busy. The pub is open all 
week long and offers a nice environment to sit down and 
I have a drink. The club schedule is as follows. Thursdays i 
V are sex/sushi/alternative night, which means nothing i 
\ other than the R&B floor becomes slightly alternative. Ê 
\ Fridays are techno/student night, which means Ê 
cheaper beer ■ for students. Saturdays and M 
Sundays are not normally designated, but Æ 
are rarely too different from any 
other night. 



Chez 

f Cleopatra \ 

-1230 St, Laurent (right below 
St, Catherine on the west side) 



} - 1812 St, Catherine E, \ 

The name speaks for itself. If you decide 
to venture inside you will probably 
i promptly leave, never to return. (The i 
V Daily cannot be held legally or à 
morally responsible for any con- Æ 
sequences of your entering 
this establishment.) 



^ Sky^> 
Club & Sky 
Pub 



' Cleo's is not actually in the village per se, and it's also 
rather seedy and somewhat sketchy, but it offers some of the 
best drag shows in Montreal. Resting above a strip club, being 
at Cleo's almost feels like you're in an underground bar 
1 somewhere in the early 70s. Of the regular performers, there 
i is Alexis K, who you won't believe is a man; Madame X, a 
m performer from Vegas known to have the best costumes i 
\ in the city; Venus and her dancers, who are about as Ê 
\ close to a live Madonna show as you can get; and M 
^ Mme Coquelicot, a lovely large French queen Æ 
with a real stage presence. If you're look- Æ ^ 

ing for a drag show, Cleo's is defi- Æ 

\ nitely the place to go. g . I 



Sisters 



^ - 14J4 St, Catherine E, ) 

Sky has, according to rumour, been purchased and sold 
a number of times in the past few years. The club seems 
to have changed hands again lately, and renovations are i 
i currently being carried out. It's unclear what parts of i 
y the club are being closed until renovations finish Ê 
V in a few weeks. When the club reopens, keep an M 
eye out for the return of Ciel Mon Mardi, Æ 
where Mado DJ's every Tuesday night Æ 
for a good crowd at for a cover 
of only $3. 



f - 1333 St, Catherine E, X 
/ (second floor) \ 

Montreal's best-known lesbian bar is unfortu- 
nately rather disappointing for most. Drawing a 
mostly-older crowd, the club is small, and has a 
tiny dance floor. When it's crowded, perhaps the 
k worst part is trying to get anywhere, as there's i 
y only one way to go. On the other hand, it's § 
V relatively inexpensive, the décor is very M 
X^ nice, and with a group of people it Æ 
can make for a fun... uh, out- 



in^ 

/ Drugstore \^~J 

f - 1360 St, Catherine E, \ 

J Drugstore is more than a bar. It is, rather, a six story 1 
complex that includes two terraces, a 'New York style' 
restaurant, dance floor, and hair salon. Although not too 
much can be said for the dance floor, the drinks are rela- 
tively cheap and service is fairly good. One of the terraces 
I is heated, making Drugstore the only comfortable place I 
y to sit outside in the village during early or late summer, à 
X 2 nd Daniel Beliveau, the coiffeur is one of the best Ê 
X in the city. Only at Drugstore can you sit on g 
couches eating or drinking while you wait Æ 
for your friend who's getting his hair 
cut, all at a reasonable price, 



Bourbon 

g Complex f y ) 

g - 1384-1661 St, Catherine E, 

Ê The Bourbon Complex is like a larger version of Drugstore. The \ 
Ê Complex takes up an entire block of St. Catherine, and includes a restau- \ 
f rant or two, two clubs, a hotel, and a new multi-story bar. The components 1 
' are almost all connected inside and during the summer are again almost all ' 
connected through their rooftop terraces as well as a ground level terrace that 
extends the behind the complex. Club Sandwich, a 24 hour restaurant in the 
complex, provides a reasonably priced fast-foodish diner environment. It's 
strongly recommended if you're looking for after hours snacks. La Track is a 
1 step up from Le Stud. It may not be the best club in the city but it isn't as ; 
L bad as many claim. It is true that most of the time it's full of scary older i 
y men, but most of them are very friendly and don't harass the younger J 
\ crowd. Meteor, the new bar, hasn't really gained any popularity since its # 
\ opened and is usually pretty desolate. Mississippi, the second club, is M 
\ attached to it; unlike La Track, it welcomes women. Wednesday X 
nights are the only truly busy nights for the clubs in the com- Æ 
plex. On Wednesdays, beer is $1.75 a bottle at bars Æ 
throughout the entire complex and the music can 
be better than some nights at the more ^g 
popular clubs. 
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It'll take a nation of 
millions to hold us back 



BY Jan SaioTiï 
'flv McGill IMlv 

R :i|i is Ihe niw dovil music. Much in 
the way of 1920s jazz, hip-hop’s lyri- 
cal element has Ixvn |X‘pj;ed with 
the bhuue for inoie than its share of soci- 
ety’s jvrceived dii'line. /Vside from the hot 
hutton issue of violence, hip hop is sini;led 
out for spreadinn messai’es of misogyny 
and homophohia. But how homophohic is 
hip hop? 

It’s (|uite instructive to look at hip hop 
in comparison with other musical cul- 
tures. Why does hip hop catch so much 
flak? Reggae and dancehall for example, 
involve a considerable amount of homo- 
phohic lyrics, often with siwcific and vio- 
lent threats. So why the differential treat- 
ment? Reggae’s public faces are the glar- 
ingly positive Bob Marlcy and Burning 
Spear. Dancehall artists getting popular 
exposure include Buju Banton and 
Beenie Man, who Ixith have homophobic 
lyrics, but this is never seized on by public 
morality monitors. 

On the other hand, country music 
nirely if ever has homophobic lyrics, but is 
nx)ted in mgions where anti-gay fadings 
are strongest. 



Perhaps what makes rap lyrics stand 
out h:is to do with the style itself. Rapping 
is a very |X’isonal fonn of expression, with 
an emphasis on kaping it real, or Ixing 
true to youiself and where you’re from. 
Unlike other forms of |xjpular music, rap 
has few exmiiples of ghost writing, and 
tends toward a much more off-the-cuff, 
often improvised, sensibility. The guby |x;r- 
sonal tendency is what makes a lot of hip 
hop so exciting. But it allows fur latent 
negative feelings to lx exiiosed. 

Because of the emphasis on imichismo 
and one-upmanship, rapjxrs may well call 
their rivals faggob, but they say this to 
imply we,akness, not sexual orientation. In 
saming contradiction, the gay hip hop|)crs 
who live in this environment nirely get 
Inissled, ;is long ;b they’re seen as m:mly. 
This seems to imply far more an idea of 
insecurity or sensitivity about strength and 
manliness than a deeply rooted hatred 
against gays. Of course this doesn’t vindi- 
cate hateful :md hurtful lyrics, but it offers 
some explanation. As Mos Def has said, 
"when you live in the ghetto, you have to 
have durability. You c.an’t show any sign of 
weakness. So, what often hapiwns is that 
you lx?gin to apixar as a one-dimensional 
human Ixing." 



IlYPEHMASCLLINm' A.ND GaY ClUlRE 

It might seem that the present jiromo- 
tion of a commercially driven faux-gang- 
ster branch of hip hop wouldn’t attract die 
avenige gay man. But visiting the village or 
sa’ing noted gay iirlist Tom of Finland’s 
work, reveals the obvious link between 
hyiemiiLsculinity and gay culture. In fact, 
gay culture often seems far more obsessed 
with hyixr iiiiLsculinity than “straight” hip 
hop does. Tom of Finland’s images take 
macho characters such as bikers or cops 
and embellish their Ixxlies to im|X)ssible 
pro|)ortions. There is also the strong link 
between fashion and hip hop that ties it to 
gay culture. Much Diesel clothing (quite 
iwpular among gays), for example, takes 
ib cue from ’’urban” hip hop style. And 
Sean John clothing (Puff Daddy’s label) 
paraded by male runway models seems 
blatantly homo-erotic. 

In reality, there seem to be more simi- 
larities between gay inpukar culture and 
hip hop than tliere are differences. House 
music, which came from Chicago’s gay- 
black scene, has come to dominate the 
sound systems of gay clubs. Today’s house 
DJs continue to dniw on strong hip hop 
influences in their music. This musical 






V-UcHc 



1 






« ■ 



connation between the two scenes is not 
just a recent jihenomenon. Afrika 
Biunbataa was an innoiatur in both house 
and hip hop. Dilien hip hoji was coming 
up in the 70s and 80s in New York, there 
was significant interaction between many 
marginalized groups. 

Hip hup heads, punks, queers and 
Ribtafarians all mixed, creating some very 



Vl'ork by ({tiy bif> l)of) Imd Keilh Haring 

interesting musical collaborations These 
include the now famous Bcastie Boys, and 
Blondie with Fab 5 Freddie. These groiqis 
were all shunned by the mainstream and 
their impact w-.b fust felt mnongst the fel- 
low outcibb, Ix'fore catching on more 
widely. Gay artist Keith Haring wils involved 
in many asixfts of the hip hop scene, 
including gmffiti and breakdancing. 
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I can make 
things 
move with 
my mind. 



Prove it. 
Rub my 
nipples. 




Feel it? 


That’s 
your hand. 
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Dastardly Record Co.mpa.mes 

Certainly, little of the hip hop that 
makes the hit list reflects thi-se links. This 
is indicative of a deejwr problem within the 
music scene. Mos Def has noted that 
record com|)anics actively court violent 
and materialistic acts because this tyiw of 
nihilistic sensationalism sells well amon^ 
the suburl)an giijs who are the vast major- 
ity of hip hop's consumers. This often 
leads to more [wsitive messages being 
ignored. 

The underground scene, which 
attracts much less media attention, is far 
more connected to its fans, and represents 
a far larger number of artists, including 
rapiKrs as well as breakers, DJs and graf- 
fiti painters. 

So is this scene more gay friendly? Not 
necessarily, hut certainly the emphasis of 
the l)Tics is usually not on hatred or vio- 
lence, and is certainly less blatant in any 
homophobia it expies-ses. 

.Many rememl)er gmups such as Public 
lineiny that were pushing socially con- 
scious messages a dciMde ago and wonder 
what has hap[>ened to hip hop. 
Unfortunately, around the lieginning of the 
IWs there w:ls a ch:mge in interest from 
the record companies and media, who 
Iregan to promote the violent gangster 
style. The success of this caricaturally neg- 
ative version of hip hop sets back more [ms- 
itive messages being delivered by m;my 
lesser-known artists. But a strong current 
of fighting agaiirst injustice continues and 
is moving from its current dominance of 
the underground to the mainstream once 
againthrough artists such as Common and 
the Roots. 

Girl on Girl Action 

llomo|)liobia is less apparent in the 
lyrics of female rapixifs. Female emcee 
Quevn Pen made a splxsh recently with a 
track called Girlfriends, which rhymes 
about some girl-on-girl action. But main- 
streiun culture has always Iven more oiien 
to the straight male hmtasy of two beauti- 
ful women making out than it has been to 
gay males. In fact, when asked about gay 
men. Queen Pen has a far less |X)siti\e view. 
"There aren’t any gay rapiiers as far as I 
know, and I don’t think that it’s a wry 
interesting subject,” she has said. "Viliy 
can’t |x»i)le concentrate on the [wsitive 
asjiects of hip hop?" This divergent atti- 
tude alxmt male :md female homose.'cuali- 
ty is more a reflection of a common atti- 
tude than an expression of a homo|)hobia 
' tliat is S|)ecific to hip hop. 

ur Kim is seen by many as a i>ositive 
role model, due to her rejection of a sub- 
missive female sexuality in favour of a 
more as.sertive attitude She has lx.vome a 
significant gay icon, featuring on the cover 
of Iwth Genre and Out magazines. That 



she should be so honoured is no gremt sur- 
prise: strong female artists have often 
made it as gay icons, from Judy Garland to 
Grace Jones. In Out magazine, Lil' Kim 
stated that gays “like jK-ople with confi- 
dence beaiuse they have to have a lot of 
confidence to be the way they are," 

In fact, she is actively cultivating her 
[Kjsition as a gay icon, and is very pleased 
with this role. On her latest album. 
Notorious K.I.M., she recorded a song 
with drag superstar RuPaul, who has 
since stated that he feels she is “like a 
daughter" to him. 

R£I>HESE.NTI.NG 

Tliere are a growing number of 
out crews that arc spreading love through- 
out the land, such as Rainbow Flava, 1)J 
Katey Red and Juba Kalamka, 
Unfortunately they have yet to catch on 
with the hi]) hop underground or main- 
stream, and are largely confined to the 
fringe. 

So what al)out gay hi|) hop fans? 
Despite the substantial negativity in the 
scene, there are significant groups of 
"homo thugz”, gays who are involved with 
the hip hop scene. Several clubs through- 
out North /\merica already have gay hij) 
hop nights, notably the monthly night at 
New York’s Warehouse. A recent tillage 
Voice article tells how many jwpular hip 
hop cre“ws jrerform at the Warehouse 
nights, although quite clandestinely. If 
word of these jierfonnances were to get nut 
to the mainstreimi, it could lead to SjKcu- 
lation about the sexual orientation of the 
grou])’s members. Notably, the clientele for 
these evenings is not generally the same as 
for the regular gay scene. They arc largely 
indistinguishable by sight from the aver- 
age hip hop fan, right down to the 
Timlx-rland lx)ots and iced-out jewelry. 

■ i\nd although They arc known to be to gay 
in their neiglilwurhoods, they don’t get 
hassled kcause they’re still sten as manly. 
This is a key, if subtle, quirk in the homo- 
|)hobia that is so common in rap lyrics. It 
is not homsexuality itself tliat receives the 
harsh criticism, but the lack of virility, that 
is often associated with gays. 

. So how do we challenge the continuing 
homophobia in hip hop? We have to admit 
tlie existence of homophobia in both the 
underground ;md overcome the negativity 
of the mainstream. The negativity of the 
mainstream cultivates homophobia in 
wider society and influences underground 
hip hop. 

But if there’s one thing that gets resjiect 
in hip hop culture, it’s skills. 

Probably what would really force 
haters to reassess would be the rise of a tal- 
ented gay nipjxr, or the coming out of an 
existing gay mp star. It can only lx a mat- 
ter of time. 



Muimln’iim mplmr and icon Lit' Kim 



llonio ixilin}’ N. WA, slniij{bi nulla Ik' eijibliiis 









Post-Hippo 

~ Sex Column 



Finding a Cocoon in the 
PosPGay Wasteland 



bvJoiiN LeSahe 
Ih McGill Daily 

M y love affair with certain areas 
of contemporary art notwitli- 
standing, the prefix POST, wliile 
being tlie most integral part of the title 
of this column, (without it I'm just a 
ilip|)o), is truly a crutch as of late. Post- 
ironic. Post-industrial. Post-structural- 
ism. Post-modern. This prefix loses any 
sense of definition as soon as it becomes 
a catchword -- the “post" becomes all- 
important, while the noun it modifies 
loses much of its meaning. Take for 
instance the notion of Post-Gay or Post- 
Queer. 

This week i want to tell a story. 1 
want to tell my story of how a set of 
experiences, taking place during a time 
when I was exploring my sexual identi- 
ty, stood to redefine the term queer for 
me. “Queer" has long been a complicat- 
ed concept for me as 1 have journeyed 
with my friends and others in trying to 
better understand .sexuality, where it 
conies from, and most importantly, 
where it's taking me. 

Dece-mher 1998 

iflst for over 3 months in the fxscinat- 
ing wanderings of Karin Go|)e's "Qua’r 
Theor)’" course, a final seminar presenta- 
tion by my group w".is to bring this mile- 



stone class to a close. Having met several 
times over the previous month to prepare, 
my group decided to organize a queer air- 
iiirale. Drawing on several steteotyiiical 
queer references, including the body 
builder, the raver, the drag-queen, the 
artist, and the caterjiillar, the carnival was 
a smash. 

All set to meet some friends after the 
ainiirale, I r.is convinced that my experi- 
ence in a "quLi'r space" was over, as if there 
were thick black lines delineating that 
identity from all others, a distinction which 
gave me confort. Having met with my 
friends, one boy and one girl, we flirted 
|)la)fully with the idea of a three-some that 
evening; I found m^-self kissing both 
Zachary and Sam with equally lusty 
thoughts. Add alcohol. 

I never did find out what might have 
happened betwivn nuself and my two 
friends that night because the three of us 
ended up in a suite at a nearby hotel on 
an invite from members of my carnival. 
They had sjiottcd Z;ick, Sam and 1 exjilor- 
ing each other's tonsils at Gert's Pub of all 
places, and the next thing 1 knew 1 was on 
an elevator headed to the 19th floor (1 
still have the room key). The group was a 
diverse mix, a "queer" mix even, of bi- 
sexual women, a lesbian coujile, a couple 
of drag queens, and us. Taking an inven- 
tors' as such, however, seems and a|)|)ears 
odd. With music, room service, a king- 
size bed, buckets of ice, cigarettes and 
other drugs, and yes, a group willing to be 
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BETRAYAL DELIVERS 
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BETRAYAL IS BRILLIANT 
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DANIEL BROOKS IS A MASTER 

■ lUROmuSUtT 



The Leaner and Alvin Segal Theatreès. 
5170, ch. de la Côte-Ste-Catherine0 
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ADMISSION; (514) 790-1245 
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liminal and to be undefined (if I can 
define a group like that), a queer space 
existed for several hours. A madonna- 
esque, ravaging gmne of truth or dare 
acted as ice-breaker. (I say ravaging 
because at two different points the same 
iwrson was both dared to hang car-keys 
from his testicles and to shave his ass 
hair). He of course complied with both 
dares, since to not do so would have 
seemed truly odd. 

In such situations one seems to do first 
and ask questions about identities later. All 
the academia or quibbling in the world 
cannot stop forces of sexuality or define 
them so completely that they can ever be 
completely lucid. 

Nowhere was this more evident than 
in the bizarre and deliciously wonder- 
ful presence of no less than eight peo- 
ple on a king-size bed, in the dark, with 
three buckets of ice, interweaving 
themselves and exploring the hot cavi- 
ties of human bodies with cold cubes of 
H20. It is difficult to describe, but in an 
effort I will make an over-simplistic 
and overtly heterosexual analogy. Take 
those ice or food scenes from “9 and 
1/2 Weeks" and multiply that times iO 
with everyone wearing blindfolds. 
Blankets finding themselves into the 
mix, and by removing a few more 
pieces of clothes, identities gradually 
found their way back into the bed, 
inevitably organizing the chaos and 
coupling groups into sexual grasps. 

ttlien 1 think of these [Tcople, I am 
somewhat indifferent. Vllien 1 think of the 
space which we all occupied briefly, I am 
sad. I am detennined to return to places 



like it and to make sure that I am not 
ignoring further invitations to such a 
space. 

The ultimate thrust behind the 
recounting of this story is to |X)int out 
that no matter which theorists might tell 
us that we are now Post-Gay, or past the 
era of sexual identities holding meaning, 
we must allow ourselves to realize that it 
is from these iToints of identity, even mis- 
taken or flawed ones, that change 
becomes iTossiblc. It is from the static 
nature of the status quo that new exjTeri- 
ences and new identities are felt to be 
necessary and are forged. In a world that 



seems rapidly to be moving towards sex- 
ual self-effacement and total indétermi- 
nation, we have to re-emiiower ourselves 
by identifying the boxes we are in and 
which ixjople will |)ersist in putting us in, 
if only so that we may launch ourselves 
into the queer spaces that will break us 
out of them. 

Next POST-HIPPO: Music (i promise) 
and other naughty sexual noises too!!! 

John LeSare trdconm 
commmk/criticism of this itvek's him 
at lakl@hotmail.com 





THEATRE MAISONNEUVE 

(PLACE DES ARTS) TickeU a, Place des 

Thursday, November 23rd, 8:00 pm (English) nif or 

Friday, November 24th, 8:00 pm (French) Ld/é Laionde sports, 
Saturday, November 25th, 8:00 pm (English) at aii AdFnission 

locations by Phone at 

FOR CROUP DISCOUNTS call: (514) 842-2112 ( 514 ) 790-1245 
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ANDRi LALONOE SPORTS .(lOCfl 



FREE LIFT TICKET 

Everyone attending "RIDE" will receive one FREE 2for1 

voucher exchangeable at 
Tremblant for lift tickets. 




(miD iUNMY TO rtIDAY. eCWtC Die. J5 2000 
AND mOM JAN. IS TO 20 2001. PIIASI NOTC 
2J0tl VOUCHCtS NOW INCIUDC SUNDAYS.) 







Queer-Ass Folk 



New Bjorkf 
New Bjork 



bvMwuArbaqi 
TIh; McGill Daily 

P op singer Bjork may have pul Iceland 
on the cultural map, so to s|ieak, but 
Baltasar Konnakur's refreshing take 
on Nordic life should o|x:n a lot more eyes 
to the country, as it certainly did when it 
screened at the Toronto film festival in 
SeptemlKT, and lately at the FesHml ilu 
Noumiu Cinema here in Montreal. 

lOl Ikykjarik, a sm;in comedy/dr;una 
is marked by the fact that it is totally differ- 
ent from anylhing American mainstream 
cinema has to offer. In a way it's the 
Tminsitollin}; of Scandinavia, a realistic 
look at modern life (despite its bizarre sto- 
ryline), ser\ed up to the audienœ through 
witty and ironic voice-overs from the main 
character and sujiirorted by a killer sound- 
track by Blur frontnian Damon Albam. 

llilmir Snaer Gudnason plays lllynur, a 
30-yKU-old who lives with his mother and 
co:tsts through life avoiding unemployment 
insurance agents by day and getting totally 
smashed by night. Something’s rotten in 
the state of Icehmd, and lllynur knows it. 
Like Tniinsfiollinf’’s Renton, when he man- 
ages to shake himself out of his stujwr, 
lllynurfnds unsatisfied, and if bethinks his 
life sucks at the lieginning of the film, baby, 
has he got miother think coming. 

A beautiful Spaniard, Lola Milagros 
(playtHl by the wonderful Victoria /Mrril), 
enters lllynur’s life, only to throw him for a 
loop when she admits that she's his moth- 
er’s girlfriend. This, of course, doesn’t stop 
either of them from a night of wild se.\ 
when the mother’s away. /\nd as if that 
w.-isn’t b.id enough, li)la gets pregnant and 
then decides that she’s going to have the 
baby and raise it with lllynur’s mother 
(who, of course, doesn’t know’ that her son 
is the father). 



w 



lOl Reykjavik deals very matter-of- 
factly with Berglind (the mother) and 
Lola’s lesbian relationship. No one seems 
jrarticularly shocked when the two discuss 

raising a 

child together, 
which is 
rather unfa- 
miliar to 
North 
American 
audiences, as 
are the candid 
questions 
lllynur bitter- 
ly flings at 
Lola the 
morning 
after, as he’s 
trying to figure out what their night of pas- 
sion meant to her. One of the best and most 
memorable scenes comes when Berglind 
very timidly brings herself to tell lllynur 
that she’s involved with Lola. A fifty-some- 
thing woman coming out to her son at the 
kitchen table is lot:dly touching, as is the 
way lllynur defends her when his friends 
tease him about her. 

Some might accuse lOI Reykjahk of 
being a completely far-fetched story that 
would never hapjien in real life, and they 
might be right. How many guys do you 
know whose mothers have lesbian lovers, 
forget the whole jiart about the affair and 
the baby? However, Konnakur’s witty script 
and great cinematogniphy, not to mention 
the excellent |x;rfonnances from all three 
leads (and from Konnakur himself in a 
supiwrting role), make tlie film believable,. 
lOl Reykjaiik is a fiuitastic film if you 
want to get away from conservative Vi’eslem 
values, but remember that Canada is not 
quite as progressive as Scandinavia. , . at 
least not vet. 



byMaruAkbach 
Tlx! McGill Daily 

L et's assume you haven’t seen the 
smash hit British TV series Queer As 
Folk. If you happened to see this 
CD in the music store, you might rush 
away in horror at the mental image of a 
drag-queen ABBA revival. You’d be dead 
wrong. Although the disc is linked to a T\' 
series about gay culture, it has nothing to 
do with the 70s, or ABBA, or anylhing 
most of us probably think of when we 
think of gay life. 

The one word that I would use to 
describe this disc (and, incidentally, the 
series) is modern. The guys from Queer 
/Ij Folk aren’t stuck in the 70s, so why do 
we [lersist in thinking they are? (I sup- 
|X)se an Australian sleeper of a film called 
V)e Acltmlures of Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert might have something to do 
with that.) But Queer As Folk isn’t about 
the kitschy side of the issue; it’s about 
reality, and its soundtrack does a great job 
of underscoring this. 
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The show’s theme song starts 
off with a very catchy guitar and 
beat, which promptly syieeds up to 
double lime, a 
which makes you feel like you 
(and the voice-over vocalist) are 
hanging on for dear life, and it 
only gets faster as the song goes 
on. This track is a brilliant oyien 
er for the album, the melody is 
great and the voice-over is jiletis 
antly ironic, a sign of good things 
to come. Tlie second and probably 
the most recognizable track is 
“Sexy Boy" by Kinky Boyv. featur 
ing Kia, which has been used in 




various film trailers :md shows. This is a 
gretU techno track with a light, rather dis- 
tant, totally unintrusive vocal. Another 
strong track is the Urban Cookie Collective’s 
"The Key The Secret," which reprises the 
same kind of |ietsistenl beat as the^mrAs 
Folk theme with a good dance melody and 



catchy vocals. Indigo’s “flaven’t You 
Heard," the theme which was used on the 
ads that nin on Canadian T\', is a mix 
between the chorals of "We Are Family" and 
the synthesized vocals that made Cher’s hist 
album such a commercial success. 

Of course, despite all the stuff I’ve said 
alxnit this disc being totally modem, it 
does have some classics, such ;ls a cover of 
"Can’t Take My Eyes Off Of You" byJimmy 
Somerv ille as well as "It’s Raining Men" by 
The Weather Girls. But overall, this album 
is a very good compilation, which might 
even make you want to watch the show. 
[Channel 4| 



YOU UVE TO PUYI 



IS THIS YOU? 
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FAMOUS PlAYERS 



rAMoua riATiu 






Sainte-Catherine corner of Metcaife • Peel Metro 



THEN YOU’VE WON 

A PAIR OF PASSES TO ANY 

FAMOUS PLAYERS ONEMA 
(EXCEPT IMAX) 

Just drop by The Daily, 
Shatner B-07 with Student 
ID to claim your passes 

Courtesy the Daily and Famous Players 

WATCH FOR YOUR 
FACE NEXT WEEK!! 

<^nrMc5n,J-DÀîlY 



I^Gi]3iLQ30ô9M 

[•OaiBafîïD 

• Paramount at: ( 514 ) 842-5828 

- IMAX Advance Ticket sales: 

( 514 ) 878-9100 

Group sales ( 514 ) 878-4629 

Also featuring; 

• Bar des Étoiles 

• Café des Étoiles 

• TechTDwn 

Interactive Came center 

•Great Food Uariety 

Mikes Pizza, Brûlerie St-Denis, New York Fries 
Surf City Squeeze and Wetzel s Pretzels 


















Player’s Theatre showcases dark, thought-provoking Fishhane play 



mJe>N Kdeistein 
7h’ McGill Daily 

W hat more, really, could anyone 
ask for than “two children, 
cheap rent, friendly pets"? 
Writer/direclor Joel Fishhane tackles the 
ultimate desires of today's thirtysome- 
things in FirSt, his latest jjlay, currently 
being staged by McGill's Flayer's 
Theatre. 

Shawn and Juliet, Gerald and Fiona, 
Hendon and Jeannie: they are three 
yoiing-ish married couples who are seen 
sitending New Year's Fve l'J99 together. 
Fiona and Juliet are sisters; Juliet and 
Jeannie were roommates at university. 
Little else ties the char- 
acters together; other- 
wise, they don't display 
any particular fondness 
for each other. All three 
women are in the 
homestretch of preg- 
nancy, due sometime 
after the turn of the 
century. /Yfflictcd with 
millenium fever, the 
group is determined to 
bring in Y2K in an 
unique and exciting 
way. Quite simply, they 
have settled on a 
wager: one million dol- 
lars from each couple 
has gone into a pool. 

The winner (the par- 
ents of the earliest 
child, that is) takes ail. 

It may seem to he a 
slightly skeletal prem- 
ise, hilt Fishhane 
branches ont further 
by fleshing out his 
characters in a way that 
makes the things substantially tneaticr. 
As the story develops, relationships 
iH'Come more complicated and emotions 
iticreasingly edgy; the audience is forced 
into the role of voyeur as they observe 
tbe moral descent of the three couples 
along with Peter Fricbon, the only doc- 
tor of several candidates who would 
agree to oversee the childbirths under 
the conditions of the competition. 
Fishhane is (jiiite apt at creating realistic 
dialogue in this somewhat action-play, 
lie has not (|iiite yet achieved the ability 
of the most talented pbnwrights to com- 
pletelv focus chitchat so that it is both 



interesting to the audience and germane 
to his story, but the stylistic fine-tuning 
that will be inevitably wrought by matu- 
rity will surely allow him to accomplish 
that in future worb. 

FirSi incorporates many sensitive 
contemporary issues, especially high- 
lighting the yuppie desire to ka-p up 
with what they believe are the standards 
of their peers through material wealth, 
as if they have never progressed beyond 
junior high. The characters are intelli- 
gent and superficially charming, but 
overwhelming self-centered, vapid, and 
shallow. It is difficult to watch themcar- 
ry out their petty existences: they are not 
very nice jieople at all, and yet frighten- 



ridiculous hours and top saray 'lYirning 
away from his wife in her time of nœd, 
Wilson is a tall, stooping figure seemed 
somewhat rcmniscent of Jimmy Stewart 
during the depressing portions of II s A 
Wonderful Life. However, although 
Bendon initially apiiears to be a completely 
boring jierson, his scenes with Juliet reveal 
complicated emotions that he can barely 
ka“p in check. Bendon is going to explode 
at any moment, and by virtue of that he is 
the play's most com|)elling individual— 
atragic hero, so to si»ak. 

However, MaeWhirter holds her own in 
scenes with Wilson, creating a sense of pal- 
pable sexual tension. As Juliet, she assumes 
the iieqietually tired, disajiiiointed expres- 



makes, Shawn Balichoo once again shows 
off his unabashed gift for comedy that was 
seen Ixst year at Playeis when he api»ared 
in Fishbime's Call of lb Waitress. Wliereas 
the other charactere all show some sort of 
moral conscience at some iwint during 
their relatively depraved activities, Steve is 
consistently unashiuned of what he is 
doing. In one of the most disturbing 
moments in the show, he tries to manijiu- 
late Juliet into biking his side by suddenly 
s|)eaking of their unborn child in a tender 
way that he never touches on at any other 
time. Christine Aziz, as Jeannie, must deal 
with playing the least satisfjingly-devel- 
o|ied role in the play, her motivations are 
based mostly on hearsay àdivered by the 




'Ih'se buns in Ik' oven are just about bated... 



and he is an affable, moralizing alcoholic; 
[lerhaps they are a little too content in their 
addictions. <\s Erickson, Ian Young and his 
thin moustache are jierfectly suited for the 
role of the slimy phjsician. 

The direction of the jilay is generally 
well done. The play lacb the snappiness of 
llolhwood entertainment, but does flow 
relatively well. This is esi>ecially notable 
during the arresting montage scenes at the 
beginning and end. TaJinical asixx’ts of 
the show are [K’rfectly adequate, if not es]»- 
cially adventurouS”the set evokes tbe 
bourgeois living room of Gerald and Fiona 
with a low-budget chic. At certain iwints, 
however, the blocking fails to account for 
the angled nature of the theatre, with emo- 
tional siieeches being 
w delivered entirely with the 
Q jxirtinent character's back 
J to one half of the audi- 
■^ence. (Don't sit in the 
rows to the left.) It is 
notable that all three 
women manage their 
impressive |ierformances 
despite the imiiediments 
of bulky pregnancy suits. 
At times, however, they 
move around in a fa.shion 
that seems to lie slightly 
more sprightly than one 
would exixi't a woman to 
assume in the last hours 
of pregnancy. 

/\fter a twisty ending 
that goes off with a series 
of small pops rather 
than a large bang, wbat 
is most affecting about 
FirSt is the fact that 
none of the future par- 
ents refer to their chil- 
dren as anything but a 



ingly human enough that many an aver- 
age audience member may have the dis- 
turbing experience of relating to them. 

By far the most interesting Bvo chanic- 
teis are Bendon andjulict. playeil byjames 
Wilson and Maggie MaeWhirter. Fast 
romantic feelings crop up again as their 
di.s,satisfaction with their spouses (despite 
im|K’iiding parenthood) causes them to 
look to each other for comfort. lk;ndon is a 
tortured confonnist, in search of the soul 
that has lieen sap|Kxl from him by his 
career and his marriage. I le stops by to visit 
Jeannie only to leave once again for bis 
sketchy "job" that pa« well but reipiires 



Sion of a wife who has gotten too old too 
soon— quite the accomplishment for a 
first-year university student. Though some 
of her hardness melts away when she is 
alone with Bendon, Juliet seems resigned to 
tbe fate that she lus rescribexl herself, and 
shows a painful self-knowledge that 
MaeWhirter evokes with subtlety. 

The remaining five actois tackle their 
parts with aplomb, even tbough they don’t 
have ipiitc as much to work with as Wilson 
and MaeWhirter. /\s Steve, a stereoupical 
macho-homophobic man who scvms to 
make a point of insulting someone with 
even’ brash, o(f-handeil comment that he 



other characters, rather than her own testi- 
mony. This was somewhat disapixiinting as 
Jeannie’s character sc-emed laden with 
potential for being more complicated. 
However, toiz is undaunted and throws an 
impressive, red-faced fit towards the end 
that shows that she is an actor with siiine. 
/\s Gerald and Fiona, Jason Maghanoy and 
Luiren Weisbren scxim to be the happiest 
couple. Perhaps they are esiKCially well- 
matched Ixxiause of their common self- 
centered arrogance and lielief in their abil- 
ities to m:inipulate situations for their jw- 
sonal gain, even when things get decidedly 
iin.s:ivor\’. She is a shrill gambling addict 



source of income and a 
possible nuisance. It leaves one wonder- 
ing whether the attitude that the three 
couples display is because they are an 
especially horrible groiij) of pcople-or 
•scarily enough, if they are somewhat typ- 
ical. Ugh. In any case, FirSt could be 
construed as, if notbing else, a play that 
leaves the audience with a strong man- 
date for social change: some people just 
should not be allowed to have children. 

FirSt will jilay until November 25 at 
Flayer's 'limite on Ik third floor of tk 
Sbatner lluildiu};. All performances 
beain at Spin. 
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Scorsese classics at Parc 



HV S.\R,MI l.tt\KOVIC 
Cultinv Ih'/nrlir 

M ozart w:ls a child prodigy at age 
six. l>ic;isso was lauded for his 
drawings in his youth. And 
Scorsc-ses fortlicoining genius was evi- 
dent even during his film school days at 
New York L'niversity. Fiiv by Scorsiw 
cemented this writer’s belief that, like the 
masters who preceded him, Martin 
Scorsese was marked for greatness in this, 
the centur)’ of the silver screen. 

Seeing I'iiv by Scorsi’sc w;is a test of 
sorts. Mow do prc'sent-day aspiring film- 
makers measure up when compared with 
the university output of one Martin 
Scorsese? Though the quality varies 
greatly Itetween the shorts, Scorcese’s tal- 
ent still manages to make itself apparent. 
IJut fear not, camera-toters of the millen- 
nium; there were plenty of gaffs in Mr. 
Scorsese’s first filmmaking forays. . 

let’s begin with the shlock. 'Ih' Bin 
SIhiiv is pure Filmmaking 101. A short 
piece about a shave gone horribly wrong, 
this film oi)ens with long shots of various 
bathroom fixtures. (Typical shot: Five 
sc’cond close-up of a bathtub.) Then, our 
protagonist emerges to bloody himself 
with his razor in B-rate-gross-out movie 
bushion. This must have heen Scorsese 
bringing to fruition an idea he’d nur- 
tured since grade 10. 

But things get infinitely better. 
Aiumaiit Boy, Scorsese’s film about his 
friend Steven Prince, is right on. Nothing 
fancy here, just Scorsese working off the 
magic of Prince’s engaging [K-rsonality. 
(IVpical shot: Fuzzy close-in of Prince 
dramatically recounting a story.) 
Scorsese uses no film pyrotechnics, but he 
elicits a great little documentary from a 
charismatic subject and well-directed 
questions. 

By far the greatest film in the showing 
is ll(iliiiii Anwrkan, Scorsese’s telling 
documentary :ibout his parents. Mom 
and Pop (Catherine and Charles 
Scorsese) tell stories, cook dinner and 
argue. Scorsese treads carefully, prewnt- 
ing mom and dad’s eccentricities without 
mocking them. (IVpical shot: Close-up of 
Mom’s hands as she makes her much- 
loved meatballs.) The film is great 
because of its subjects. Knowing this, 
Scorsese sits hack and lets them carrv the 



documentary. Absent for the most part, 
Scorsese’s arms make choice cameos 
when they reach into the frame to grab 
some food every now and then. Guess 
Mom’s cooking reputation is well- 
de.servcxl. 

I'iiv by Scorsvsv is a tiny hill in the 
great panonuna of Scorsese’s work. But, 
this seemingly inconsequential hill 
jiroved essential to Scorsese’s ascent to the 
magnificent mountain of movie making. 
Minor works— maylte. Worth seeing— 
definitely. 

Fiiv By Scorsese is currenily sboir- 
inn “I Cinema du Parc. 



aaiiy 

classifieds 

Aos iiidy be placed through the Daily 
Business Off ice. Room B-CJ7, Uiiiveisity 
Centre. §iOO-i4li(X). Deadline is 14hOO two 
wuikine days prior to publication. McGill 
Studeiifs & Stalt (with valid ID) }4.75 per 
day, 3 or more consecutive days, $4.25 per 
day. General Public: $600 per day or $5.00 
per day lor 3 or more consecutive days. 
Extra charges may apply, prices include 
applicable GST or PST. Full payment should 
accompany yoir advertising order and rpay 
be made in cash or by personal cheque (lor 
amouits over $20 only). For more inlorma- 
tlon. please visit our ollice or call 398- 
6790. WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS 
OVER THE PHONL PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AO CAREFULLY WF£N IT APPEARS IN TF€ 
PAPER. The Daily assumes no linancial 
lesponsibility lor eiiors. or damages due to 
eiiors Ad will le appear tree nl charge 
ipon 'equesi d mlormation is incorrect due 
lo OUI eriui Mh* Daily reserves the iighi 
not to print any . lasSitied ad 



HELP WANTED 

Be Interviewed on Film 
for a Docunentary 

If you feel both Anglo & Franco and 
want lo go on film about it. Contact 
Bianca @ 808-1243 

Attention All Students! Very easy 
sales. Sales reps needed immediately! 
Strictly salary & bonuses! Flexibfe 
hours! & Great locations! Day/Evening 
Shifts available! For more info, please 
call: 514-907-5665 ask for Voula 

DEUTSCHE SPRECHENDE TELE- 
FONISTINNEN Needed to animate a 
chat line. Dynamic environment. Great 
fua centrally loacaled. Seriouse only. 
514-879-5870. 



Tutors required for students of all 
ages, in or near the clients home. 
Tutoring English, French or any 3rd lan- 
guange, late afternoon evenings + 
weekends. No experinence necessary. 
Must have very good command of 
English language. E-mail CV to hip- 
^ocam^e@sympatico.ca or call (514) 



Locals Getting Big 

AC/DC not just for rock anymore 



HY/\U:xA)LETr 
Cullure He/mrler 

1 iilr_vcrslon ra'ords’ first major rdoise 
w';is launched last Friday: thirteen 
Inicks of some of the liest in minimal 
techno, idin, and dub. Il’s ihc dreamland 
of dance music; he pulsing walls of sound 
are gone, the kals are ojk’ii, and every- 
thing bre:ilhes a rela.xed architectural 
intricacy. Banco moves your body, idm 
and its cousins move your mind. 

If know your way around, you will 
recognise some of the iieople on the play 
list. The CÜ, enlillL'd Will) naire assur- 
ance that ils causes livre iironns injlicl- 
ed, h;is tracks by international artists like 
Canada’s David Kristian, Australia’s Tim 
Koch, and /Vnerica’s Sutekh. 

Some of the l)est music on the disc 
conics from la-al talent like Jetone (Tim 
IlLcker), Deadk'at, .Mateo and Pheek, as 
well as ’Forontonian Thomas Jirku. This 
won’t shock anyone who has seen the 
intr_vcRion roster [«rfonn around town. 
They’ve also won raegnitioij from MUTF,K 
and the FC.M.M (the city’s two international 
new-medi:L4iiusic festivals') which Ixxiked 
them with German artists Pole and 
Thomas Brinkman. 

Mitchell Akiymiia, the force kliirul 
intr_version teli-ascd a full length CD kist 
ye;rr, and las a second slated for release 







next year on Aliens, lie also showed two 
kautiful short films this year at the FCMM, 
and iierfomiLYl with Pole this past summer, 
lie shares a desire with many of Montreal’s 
artists:"lt would k nice if we were known 
as something other than king a good siwt 
for festivals.” With this in mind, intr_ver- 
sion records is one of a numkr of nodes 
forming to sustain creative energy. 
(\kiy:ww puts it viscerally: ’’Things here 
are about lo e.\plode, what we need am 
midwives lo help in the delivery.” 
lntr_version grew out of the need to 
tninsmit the cmations of local musicians lo 
a larger audience. It will also k a gateway 
into the international electronic music 






IPs makinn me diiiiiiiiizzzzzyy... 
community. Desiiile the internet’s celebnil- 
ed barrier-breaking [Kiwers, a grou|i of cre- 
ators that you can av in the flesh is sli II the 
best way into any artistic movemqiit. 
Ventures like inlr_version give us the i^ire 
opiwnunity to see not only what the new 
music sdiinds like, but also how it lives, 
hreatliÉs and evolves. The nights are gel- 
ling'longer, and while the city sk’ps the 
imis'ic dreams. Hear for yourself. 

Will) naiiv assurance llxil Us causes 
iivn.' iiwnns injlicled, is amilable a! 
iS’oize (j697 SI. Uiiirenl), Ck’iililbrills 
(20‘l-l MelcalfeJ, and olkr indelviideiil 
music slnix's. 



CHA CHA CHAI! CALLING ALL 
BRAZILIANS!! Telecom company 
seeking feminine voices to animate a 
friendship line. Great fua good locatioa 
various shifts 514-879-58/0 

Reputable research house seeks 
English interviewers lo conduct tele- 
phone opinion surveys with consumers. 
Knowledge of French is an asset. 
Downlowa Evening 5:00pm to ILOOpm 
and weekends, daytime starting at 
lOOO am to 8;(J0 pm Candidates must 
be available a minimum of 20 hours 
per week. Starling salary $7.50/hour. 
For more information contact (514) 
875-7570 ext. 257 on weekdays. 

CLIENT SERVICES ASSOCIATE 
ChemDeals.com seeking motivated 
individuals to join our energized inter- 
net company in Old Mtl. Ideal candidate 
possess flexibility, desire to leara and 
excellent communication skill. E-mail 
cover letters and resumes lo 
obs@chemdeals.com 

Investor Relations Professional 
Background and/or interest in 
finance, investment and communica- 
tions. Please send your C.V. and 
salary requirements to Job "333 
careers@mountreal.com or fax 514- 
762=6572. 

Junior & Intermediate 
Accountants/www.mountreal.co 
m We are the 8th fastest growing 
company in Quebec! Accounting des- 
ignation in progress and a B. Com, or 
relevant experience will be consid- 
ered. Please e-mail c.v. to 
careers@mountreal.com or fax 514- 
762=6572: 

Financial Administrative 
Assistant Qualifications; Canadian 
Securities Courses or BA in 
Economics or B. Com, Word, Excel. 
Please e-mail c.v. to 
careers@mountreal.com or fax 514- 
762=6572: 



Get On the Fast Track! Be your 
own IwSî and set your own tiours. 
CAII now; 928-6478 Excel Canada 
Independent representative. 



Christmas Gift Wrappers 

Creative individuals, locations - 
Downtown Toronto, North York, 
Mississaua, Pickering. Managers to 
$9.00/hour + bonuses. Wrappers to 
$7.40/hour. Full/Parl time, 
December 1 - 24. 416-533-9727. 

Singers wanted. Professionel and 
volunteer singers wanted for Shaare 
Zion Synagogue choir. 481-5737. 

WORD PROCESSING/TYPING 

WHEN YOU JUST NEED 
A LITTLE MORE TIME!!! 

Kathleen Business Services, able to 
produce quality term papers, essays, 
thesis, reports, etc. for $L20 per page. 
Call 514-487-1750. 

Success To All Students 

Wordperfect 5.1 Term papers, 
resumes applications, transcription of 



HOTEL PARC AVENUE. Fully equi. 
room avail in exch for 25 hrs/wk of 
reception services (Fully bilingual). 
Flexible hrs. located close to McGill 
(Parc -I- ML Royal) Call aft 6;00 Sat - 
Thur. 274-5000 or e-mail 
JOEB@PARADICO.COM 

LESSONS/COURSES 

Master School ot 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 
849-2828, www.Bartending.com 



.all 514-487-1750. JV console 26’ Zenith perfect condi- 

SuCCeSSToAII Students I suffis”"’''' ^alUoe anytime at 

Iw / «ll OLUUt^llw o&7"UU^O. 

Wordperfect 5.1 Term papers, PTTTi T 

resumes applications, transcription of rOrO lempO L 

tapes. Editing of grammar 32 years 1987 Dark Blue. 4 Door - 5 speed 

experience. 7 Days/week. 15 mins Excelent condition. Lady owner. Call 

from McGill. 30' from Metro. Paulette after 7 pm 272-5660. 

761-7545. “T 

: — TTT — :: — : — services offered 

rench Writer Master Degree for " ' 

our translations-corrections. English to Loving and experienced vyork-at- 



French Writer Master Degree for 
your translations-corrections. English to 
French + tutor reasonnable fees per- 
fect and international French style. 
514-485-9274. 

Proofreading services. Editing of 
term papers and dissertations by Ph.D. 
graduate and writing instructor. 
Resonable rates. Call 274-1336. 

Word Processing 
Minutes From McGill 

English, French, German. Word 
Periect 5.1, LaserJet4L. Term-Papers, 
Reports, theses, CV’s letters. Brigitte 
514-282-0301. 

MOVING/STQRAGE 

Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. 
Local & long distance. Ott-Tor-NY-Fla- 
7 days, 24 hours, low rates. Steve 



home mother's helper.Daylime. 7- 
monlh baby girl. Near Villa-Maria 
metro. Approx 10 hrs/wk. Flexible 
schedule. References. 483-2452 



Test Anxiety 

Cutting edge technique. "Painlessly, 
rapidly and effectively. Reduces anxiety 
and improves exam scores. Deborah 



Herman (AT.P.Q.) M.A. Concordia 482- 
1608. 

LESSONS/COURSES 

Automatic Web Calculus! Get 
any derivative, each step explained. 
24/7 www.calcl01.com FREE! 
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Broadcast Steals Cabaret Show 

The Sea and Cake whiffs their riffs in stale performance 

(It* 



BÏ Jason Kehel 
Culture Reporter 

1 arrived at Cabaret for Sunday's Tlie 
Sea and Cake jjig a little late. In ret- 
rospect, I’m sorry I did. 
Birmingham England’s Broadcast, indie 
art-rock up-and-coniers, displayed a 
candidly unapologetic attack on the 
aural senses. If Radiohead has declared 
the guitar obsolete for jirog-rockers of 
the 20th century. Broadcast is trying 
desperately to reinvent it. And they’re 
succeeding. 

Montage film projected onto a sheet 
behind them, the hand stood amongst 
the pitch black shadows while they over- 
ran the crowd with sonic bliss. Quite at a 
loss for words to describe such intense 
sound, I will give up shortly, e.xcept to 
say that Broadcast was able to catch my 
attention like no opening act has 
before. They grabbed me by my ears and 
filled my body with their sound, can- 
celling out all other thoughts I might 
have been havine. dein.-mdine aiieniinn 




lave been having, demanding attention , , , , , 

i.theirwell-drawnsoundscape.Thedel- ‘^‘'«^Kraphed with fragments of post- 
•at,. fnrnr nf Trich t- 0... mdustrial England w;is truly a produc- 



icate furor of Trish Keenan’s vocals, the 
layer upon layer of discordant harmony 



industrial England w;is truly a produc- 
tion while being aware, at all times, of 



run by the Sexual Assault Centre 
of McGill Students' Society 

free and confidential groups for: 

• women survivors of sexual abuse as children 

• women survivors of sexual abuse as adults 

• women survivors of sexual abuse as children and/or adults 

• male survivors of sexual abuse as children and/or as adults 

• partners, family, and friends of survivors 

• support group for men and wonten with eating disorders 



398-2700 

Monday - Friday, 10 am - 5:30 pm 



Vje Seu uiul Cuke : dry, crumby, irithout frostiup. 

the construction of the music. blow it up again. Several of their songs 

Broadcast was able to gri|) a theme, seemed like bombs, others like blenders 

hold it, throw it at the audience and of aural delight, others like life cycles 



Inter-Campus Shuttle Bus 
Usage ■ Survey 

•For those not using the service, please complete section below. 
We are reviewing the shuttle bus service and need your input 
Please complete the survey and return it to the address bedow 
I hank you! 

1. What is the purpose of your travel between the campuses? 

^ CJ Job 

1 C) Taking a course 

O Teaching a course 
O Meeting 

O Other; • 

2. How often per week do you take the bus? 

3. What times do you take the bus?, 

4. What could we do to make the service belter? 

5. Please tell us who you are; 

O Student 

O Staff Member 

O Other; 

‘Shuttle Bus Usage - Survey for Non-Users 

We are reviewing the inter-campus shuttle service and need 
k input Irom students and staff who do not use the senrice but 
would if It served their needs. Please take a few moments to let 
us know about your service needs and why the current formal 
does not work for you. 

1. Why are you not using the shuttle service? 

2. Are the departure times convenient for your needs? If not, why? 

3. Are there enough departures per day to serve your needs? If not 
what times would you like to see added to the existing schedule?’ 

4. Comments; 



5. Please tell us who you are; 

O Student 
O Staff Member 

O Other; 

Please return the survey by campus mail to: 

Ginette Sanfaçon, Macdonald-Stewart 
Building, Room MS2-019 (Macdonald Campus) 



and forces I’ve yet to encounter. 
Broadcast surely was a field trip for me 
into the places of my life that I have yet 
to go. They’re just bloody great. They 
were promoting The Noise Made by 
People, their first full length LP; clear- 
ly, I must have it. Hell, maybe several 
copies. 

Ijîft ravished and scorched by 
Broadcist, I considered a bathroom break 
or an over-priced l)cer, but clioa* instead to 
pick up Broadcast’s EP. Broadcast, 
Broadcast, Broadcast!!! 

Oh yes, there w;is a band headlining 
the evening. The band I had come to see. 

Perhaps the worst thing The Sea and 
Cake could have done after Broiidcast’s 
opening w:is to come out and open up 
their set with 4 dispassionate tracks, a 
portion of them taken from their latest 
release. Oui. But they did. Eventually, 
however, buoyed by Archer Prewitt’s 
inspiring guitar work and the general 
energy of their older material. The Sea 
and Cake were able to capture some of 
the magic left in the air. I realized at the 
show that most of the material from Oui 
is inherently flawed for live iwrform- 
ance, with the band looking nearly com- 
atose during several numbers. In partic- 
ular, "The Leaf" was rather excruciat- 
ing. In defense of this music and the 
new album as a whole, which I do enjoy, 
the Sea and Cake’s music are not songs 
with any cliimiclic drive, any resolution 
of movement, but insle;id seem to w:iver 
in the breeze. Ihiving said this, the 
:imount of delicacy and careful move- 
ment which is necessary to creating 
these sounds can detract from a height- 
ened |)crformativc element. 

When Prewill began to crank it up, 
however, returning to the strong guitar 
roots The Sea and Cake .seem hell-lwnt 
on escaping with Oui, the show reached 
a heightened consciousness, with audi- 
ence memlrers lorn between apjjlause 
^ and dead silence. At limes the crowd 
3 even shushed itself, begging for silence, 
and with catcalls for two encores, 
begged for more. 

The two encores, the first drawing on 
energetic numbers from The Sea and 
Cake's earlier material, brought the pas- 
sive crowd to its height of furious he:id- 
bopping. I tried to start a mosh pit but 
inste:id found myself :ipologizing for 
stepping on a toe. Cle:irly the band w:is 
at its best on st:ige when they attempted 
something approaching a visual per- 
forimuice. 

In stark contrast to Bro;idcast’s 
sweeiring attack on the senses. The Sea 
and Cake provided a show which could 
best be described as half entertaining 
h;ird jamming, and another half "I- 
coulda-stayed-home-and-lislened-to- 
Ihe-CD." On this night, a juxtaposition 
of guitar based art-rockers clearly b;id 
the openers showing up the he:idliners, 
or at least their new album. Shame on 
you, Thom Yorkc: innovative guitar rock 
1 isn’t de:id. 






